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Features "ROLL TIDE" as a Plays “YEA ALABAMA" Watch face lights up 
‘magically’ floating at the atthe 
second hand. press of a button! q press of a button! 
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Easy Cash Profits with a Proven Seller! 
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When you order 2-YEAR P'! 
you sell each for $3.00 and you kee 
$1.50 PROFIT on each sale. Packed 
to a case in your team’s favorite design, 
you'll earn $90.00 per case! 

PLUS FREE BONUS PROFITS — 
For every 10 cases you order and sell 
you receive one FREE Case worth 
$180.00 more in profits! 


PROFIT WITH SPIRIT! 
YOU SELL YOUR PROFIT 
5 CASES $ 450.00 
10 CASES $1,080.00 
20 CASES $2,160.00 
30 CASES $3,240.00 
40 CASES $4,320.00 


Start Selling With Spirit! 
ca. 1-800-628-3671 
TO ORDER NOW! 
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P.O. Box 709 
Montgomery, AL 36101-0709 
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DAILY PLANNERS to 
ALABAMA 


and AUBURN FANS! 


The winning combo of America’s #1 Fund Raiser and Team 
Pride make these 2-Year-Planners Best Sellers for Fall! 


ALABAMA and AUBURN fans who want to support their 
schools are EVERYWHERE! 


Everyone needs this indispensable appointment book. Earn 
big profits for you and royalty profits for each school! 
School “Spirit” Planners make a quick and easy sale every 
time! Order one or any combo of 
«Styles to suit your fans favorite 
\ teams. 


Made in the USA, each 26-month 
pocke/wallet size PLANNER 
(3 3/4" x 6 3/4") includes a week- 
at-a-glance, month-by-month cal- 
endar, plus a handy memo pad . . 
. all in a clear, durable, protec- 
tive vinyl cover to show off 
your favorite team. 


... FREE 
Football Schedule 
SPIRIT OF AMERICA FUND RAISERS 
P.O. Box 709 « Montgomery, AL 36101-0709 eal 
Please send: cases ALABAMA Style #412 cases AUBURN Style #410 f 2 e 
w cases ALABAMA Style #413 cases AUBURN Style #411 s oa s 
_] Please send sample SPIRIT 2-YEAR PLANNING CALENDAR. Enclosed is $3.00. Lanao®, 
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(Adult Leader /Sponsor) 
TERMS: Payment due in full 30 days of receipt of merchandise or scheduled sales date, whichever is later. All orders subject to approval. 
For convenience, we prepay freight/handling charges. These charges appear on your invoice and you are given FREE MERCHANDISE. The 
retail value of this FREE MERCHANDISE covers freight charges. Full cases may be returned freight prepaid by you for credit less a $2.00 
per case reinspection charge within 45 days of sales date. To qualify for Bonus Cases, full payment must be made by invoice due date with no 
returns. Price and styles subject to change. 
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SPORTS 
"For The Real Sport” 


Crimson Tide fans, football game weekends in Tuscaloosa have something new that you 
won't want to miss! 

It’s open Friday & Saturday all day at each HOME GAME in TUSCALOOSA, so be sure to 
go by and visit the Crimson Tide GAME DAY EXPERIENCE. Presented by Hibbett Sports, Nike, and 
The Alabama Sports Network, it is adjacent to Bryant-Denny Stadium and has something for 
‘Bama fans of all ages. There are plenty of fan participation activities such as: 


e i 1 
Live, Tide Talk Today will be 
produced at the Game Day 
3 Experience.Come see it. 


PAUL BRYANT DRIVE 


Shop At The Game Day Authentics 
Facility and buy the football 


Ud IVINOIOS 


apparel you've always wanted. 


e @ famicom 


i) Tutwiler Dormitory & Cemetery 


See past and present Tide legends 
and coaches and even get their 


autographs. 


Here’s the fun place! See a special 
photo area, Big Al and the cheer- 
leaders and even get your face 


painted. Adults are welcomed! 
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‘BAMA magazine is once again through the February signing 


providing FAX reports on date. Reports have already 
Alabama football and recruit- begun, so don't delay. 
ing in 1995-96. You receive ap- To subscribe, complete the 
proximately 90 reports. form and mail to: 

These reports are available BAMA, P.O. Box 6104, 
only to BAMA subscribers for Tuscaloosa, AL 35486 
$150 for the season. Reports Or for Visa or MasterCard 
are issued three daysa week orders you may call 1-800- 
during football and spring 713-2261 or (205) 345-5074 
training and daily in January or FAX (205) 345-1260. 


I enclose $150. 


Q) Check or money order 
QQVVISA CO) MasterCard 


Card # 


Expiration 


I want to receive ss 


Name 
"BAMA FOOTBALL FAX. satires 
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State 
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INSIDE THE CRIMSON TIDE 


E-Mail: BamaMag @ aol.com 
For subscriptions: 1-800-713-2261 


Get the latest Crimson Tide 
sports updates! 


‘BAMA, Hotline 


INSIDE THE ae CY 


1-900-860-1979 


Charge is 
$2 for first minute, 


$1 each additional minute 


Callers under 18 obtain parents’ permission 
24-Hour Service 
Calls may be made from TouchTone 
or rotary dial telephone 


FOOTBALL UPDATES 


Daily (Selection 2) following practices and games 
and Weekly (Selection 3) by 7 p.m. CT each Sunday 


UPDATES ON ALL BAMA SPORTS 
Updated weekly by 7 p.m.CT Sundays (Selection 4) 


RECRUITING INFORMATION 
Updated weekly by 7 pm. CT Sundays ( Selection 5) 


A service of "BAMA Magazine 
2116 8th Street Tuscaloosa, Alabama 35401 (205) 345-5074 


Tuscaloosa, AL 35486-6104 
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On the cover: Jeremy Pruitt walked on at 
Alabama last spring after having been a two-year 
scholarshipped starter at Middle Tennessee State. 
Walk-ons have always been important to 


INSIDE THE CRIMSON TIDE Alabama football, and the importance of attract- 


ing non-scholarshipped football players will in- 


crease with NCAA-sanctioned scholarship reduc- 
tions for the Crimson Tide. See Page 20. 
Barry Fikes Photo 
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Football Outlook: 

No Doubt This Is A Good Team 6 
There are some questions about what goals this Alabama football team can reach, but there is no 
doubt Bama will put a powerful team on the field this fall. As expected, the defense looks terrific and 
the kicking game is solid, but the offense is surprisingly improved. by Kirk McNair 


Pete DiMario: 

Local Boy Trying To Make Good 12 
Pete DiMario, who played high school football in the shadow of The University, moved up to first 
team at right offensive tackle in the spring. DiMario has seen a big difference in being a starter as op- 
posed to being on the second unit. by Donald F. Staffo 


Dwayne Rudd: 

The Complete Package 14 
Alabama Assistant Coach Jeff Rouzie has coached some outstanding linebackers in his career at 
Alabama. He thinks that sophomore Dwayne Rudd, who goes into the fall as the number one man at 
weakside linebacker, has more talent for his age than any he has been around. by John Barnes 


The Running Backs: 
Trio Working To Replace Williams 16 


Three returning halfbacks with limited experience are battling to replace one of the most productive 
halfbacks in Crimson Tide football history. Dennis Riddle had a slight edge on Brian Steger at the end 


of spring drills, and Curtis Alexander is also in the mix. by Craig Threlkeld 
The Walk-Ons: 
Critical To Crimson Tide Success 20 


Alabama football owes much of its success to the contributions of non-scholarshipped players. Bama 
makes an effort to get walk-ons, and when they take the field they are the same as other Bama players. 


by Kirk McNair 


NCAA Update: 

Tide Seeks Justice Through Appeal 23 
Alabama was hammered by the NCAA Infractions Committee. Primarily because The University was 
found guilty of a charge of unethical conduct by Faculty Chairman of Athletics Tom Jones (an allega- 
tion leared at the same time of guilt), Alabama's first NCAA violations ended in among the stiffest 
penalties in history. Alabama is now in the process of appeal. by Kirk McNair 


Football Prospects: 

The Recruiting Game Goes On 25 
Although Alabama is currently limited in the number of football scholarships it may offer in February, 
that doesn’t make recruiting easier. Alabama coaches will have to be very selective. Fortunately, a 
number of top prospects are still interested in Bama. by Kirk McNair 


Women’s Soccer Outlook: 


Expectations Rise In Year Two 26 
Coach Don Staley took a brand new women's soccer program to unexpected success in his first year in 
1994. Now the expectations are higher, but so are the challenges. by Donna Fromme 


The Departments 


1995 Football Schedule 9 
1995 Football Roster 10 
Fall Schedules 27 
Scorecard 28 
Opponents’ Football Schedules 30 
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Football Outlook: 


No Doubt This Is A Good Team 


by Kirk McNair 


There are questions about goals to be 
reached, but not about talent of Tide 


\ N joc it is impossible to guess how this Alabama football 
season will turn out, in great part because of NCAA sanc- 
tions being appealed (see Page 23), it doesn’t take a foot- 

ball genius to see that the Alabama football team should turn out 

very, very well. 

All that was expected to be good is good, and most of the areas in 
which there were question marks appear to be shaping up well. This 
could rank among the best Alabama football teams, which is to say 
among the best anywhere. Whether the 1995 Crimson Tide can chal- 
lenge for the National Championship depends on being able to com- 
pete for it, and that is not in the hands of the coaches or players. But 
it is a team that is strong on paper and even stronger on the field. 

The field thus far, of course, is the practice field and sometimes it’s 
difficult to get a handle on a squad that is practicing against itself. 
However, there are enough givens to determine Alabama has quality 
and quantity at defensive and special teams positions and quality 
(though not always quantity) on the offensive side. 

First to the personnel questions that lingered from the spring: 

On special teams, Hayden Stockton has solidified his position as 
the punter with consistent work under pressure. Alabama didn’t 
delay in beginning practice on special teams, working on all aspects 
of punting, kickoffs and field goals from day one. The return men 
have not yet been firmly established, but don't be surprised if true 
freshman Michael Vaughn, a wide receiver from Clarksdale, 
Mississippi, doesn’t earn playing time at least as a return man. 

No one doubted that Bama would be strong up front defensively, 
but there were questions about the secondary, where only sophomore 
right cornerback Deshea Townsend returned as a starter. However, 
Brad Ford, who transferred into Alabama last summer, had an excel- 
lent spring and has had an even better August at left cornerback. Two 
newcomers in the spring, safety Jeremy Pruitt and strong safety Kevin 
Jackson, are fine players, and yet they are having to battle returning 
Tiders Cedric Samuel (safety) and Andre Short (strong safety). 
Additionally, Owen Winston has improved greatly at cornerback and 
freshmen Steven Stanley (safety) and Thomas Hill and Kelvin Sigler 
(cornerbacks) provide good depth. (Senior strong safety Eric Turner, 
who was about third on the depth chart at the end of spring training, 
elected to transfer, probably to a smaller college.) 

The primary question on the offensive side is in the line. The loss 
of left tackle Kareem McNeal to severe injuries suffered in a summer 
automobile accident provides the most concern. Joel Holliday, who 
worked primarily at right tackle in the spring, and redshirt freshman 
Sage Spree are competing for the starting job and both have been in- 
consistent. However, as worrisome as that spot it, the almost-miracu- 
lous return of center John Causey, along with good summer improve- 
ment by Michael Ray, makes that critical position less a concern. 

A summer incident just prior to the start of practice in which quar- 
terback Freddie Kitchens was charged with being drunk and disor- 
derly has added a question at quarterback. He was suspended for 
Alabama’ first two games, but has continued to practice with the first 


Alabama Head Coach Gene Stallings (sporting a redshirt rather than his 
customary white at pre-season practices this year) has some questions 
about his 1995 Crimson Tide football team, but for the most part everyone 
who looks at this Alabama squad sees good things. 

Barry Fikes Photo 
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There are a number of positions on Alabama's football team being hotly-contested as the season-opener 
at Vanderbilt draws near. However, if the Commodores want a partial scouting report, let them know 
that defensive tackle Shannon Brown will be in Bama’s starting line-up. 


Barry Fikes Photo 


unit. Around the nation the quarterback po- 
sition at Alabama has been a question be- 
cause of the loss of four-year starter Jay 
Barker. However, both Brian Burgdorf, who 
was leading for the starting job at the end of 
spring training and who had it handed to 
him by Kitchens for at least the first two 
games, and Kitchens have done well in 
August. Redshirt freshman Warren Foust, 
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who is very mobile, appears to be the num- 
ber three man (and the back-up for the 
Vanderbilt and Southern Miss games). 

An interesting aspect of the quarterback 
battle is that when spring training ended, 
quarterbacks Burgdorf (190) and Kitchens 
(240) were 50 pounds apart. When they re- 
ported back, both had done well, Burgdorf 
to build himself up to 212, Kitchens to 


Tuscaloo 


AL 33401 


shave himself down to 220. 

While those same national experts who 
questioned the quarterback position at Bama 
also wondered about a replacement for 
Sherman Williams at halfback, that has not 
been a concern for Tide coaches. Stallings 
has been very pleased with the return of the 


Going Places Travel Presents 
“Going Places With The Tide - 1995” 


top three men [rom last year, Dennis Riddle, 
Brian Steger and Curtis Alexander, and has 
also been pleased with back-ups Rondi 
Gibson and Montoya Madden and with new- 
comer Shaun Alexander, The biggest sur- 
prise has probably been the improvement of 
Curtis Alexander, a heretofore little-used 


DATE OPPONENT SITE 
Sept. 2 Vanderbilt Nashville 
Sept. 9 Southern Mississippi Birmingham 
Sept. 16 Arkansas Tuscaloosa 
Sept.30 Georgia Athens 
Oct. 7 North Carolina State Tuscaloosa 
Oct.14 Tennessee Birmingham 
Oct.21 = Mississippi Oxford 
Oct.28 North Texas Tuscaloosa 
Nov. 4 LSU Tuscaloosa 
Nov. 11 Mississippi State Tuscaloosa 
Nov. 18 Auburn Auburn 


Don’t Let Game Day 
Catch You At Home 


Go Places With The Tide! 


third-year sophomore who has been the 
most productive runner in early drills. 

Fullback was more of a question in the 
mind of Head Coach Gene Stallings at the 
end of the spring, but things picked up there 
in August. Ed Scissum is the leading candi- 
date, ahead of Taurus Turner, but big (6-4, 
263) freshman Reggie Grimes may also have 
an impact there. And although Patrick Hape, 
perhaps Alabama's best blocker, is primarily 
a tight end, he has worked at fullback in 
special situations in the past and continues 
to keep his hand in it. 

There have been some injuries in the early 
going, but with less than two weeks to go 
until the Vanderbilt game on September 2, 
the Tide had pretty much avoided heat-relat- 
ed problems (despite over a week of two-a- 
day practices in temperatures of over 100 
degrees and a heat index sometimes topping 
115). There were two players questionable 
for the opening game, wide receiver Curtis 
Brown (shoulder) and freshman cornerback 
Fernando Bryant (hamstring). Otherwise, 
the Tide had suffered only the minor bumps, 
bruises and pulls to be expected in two-a- 
day football practices. Steady Chad Key and 
much-improved Calvin Hall have moved 
into Brown's split end spot. 


Alabama's defensive line lingered from 

the spring. When right end Darrell 
Blackburn missed the spring game with what 
was described as a virus, it wasn’t known 
that his football career was in jeopardy be- 
cause of a kidney malfunction. Blackburn 
has been given the medical okay to play this 
year, but he may be limited to special situa- 
tions (i.e., obvious passing situations, since 


iE could be said that one question about 


Going Places 


Travel Agency, Inc. 


205 424-9694 
1-800-239-2072 
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he is an exceptional pass rusher). Blackburn 
is down about 20 pounds to 224, but he has 
played at that weight in the past. 

Otherwise, the only questions concerning 
the four-man defensive front and the three- 
position linebacking corps is how to get ev- 
eryone who deserves it enough playing time. 
Shannon Brown at right tackle is a given and 
Kendrick Burton seems to have a lock on 
left end. However, other positions are up for 
grabs, even left tackle where Matt Parker re- 
turns. Parker is being challenged by Eric 
Kerley and huge (but mobile at over 300 
pounds) Ozell Powell. Something of a ques- 
tion was how Elverett Brown, who can play 
either end or tackle, would come back from 
his ankle surgery, and he has responded very 
well. End Vann Bodden may have come 
back in the best shape of any of the Tide’s 
defensive linemen. Chris Hood, another 
who can play end or tackle, would be an all- 
star candidate on most teams, and he’s wait- 
ing his chance to play with this group. 

There are no questions about the starters at 
linebacker-Ralph Staten, John Walters and 
Dwayne Rudd are solid-but the back-up ro- 
tation is as muddled as it is on the line. Bama 
has stockpiled a dozen or so for the 
linebacker spots and competition for the po- 
sitions has only improved performance. Paul 
Pickett is probably the leader behind Staten 
at strongside, but he’s got a battle with John 
Tanks. Fernando Davis and Tyrell Buckner 
came out of spring training bracketed behind 
Walters in the middle and they are still there. 
Steve Harris, Lamont Floyd and Tito Smith 
are competing behind Rudd at weakside. 

The depth at linebacker also pays divi- 
dends on the special teams, where so many 
linebackers are used in kick coverage. 

Although he's not strictly a member of the 
offensive unit, placekicker Michael Proctor 
has been very sharp in practice and that 
should prove to be a major weapon for this 
Crimson Tide. 


Sa guess at a Starting line-up, it 
Aw be: On offense-Split end 

Chad Key, left tackle Joel Holliday, 
left guard Maurice Belser, center John 
Causey, right guard Laron While, right tack- 
le Pete DiMario, tight end Tony Johnson, 
quarterback Brian Burgdorf, halfback Dennis 
Riddle, fullback Ed Scissum and flanker 
Toderick Malone. On defense-Left end 
Kendrick Burton, left tackle Matt Parker, 
right tackle Shannon Brown, right end 
Kelvin Moore, strongside linebacker Ralph 
Staten, middle linebacker John Walters, 
weakside linebacker Dwayne Rudd, left cor- 
nerback Brad Ford, right cornerback Deshea 
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major game) will be in Tuscaloosa. 


Townsend, strong safety Andre Short and 
safety Cedric Samuel, 

Alabama has not yet begun to put in its game 
plan for Vanderbilt, but early work indicates 
this Alabama team will bear a strong resem- 
blance to last year’s 12-1 squad. The offense is 
going to try to run the football and the defense 
is going to try to stop the run. August practices 
indicate the Tide should be successful in that 
Gene Stallings philosophical goal. 

To the surprise of no one, the defense has 
been far ahead of the offense throughout 
August. Still, there have been days when the 
offense has had success moving the football. 
A primary Bama offensive problem against 
Alabama's defense has been getting yards, 
but not getting the football into the end 
zone. 

Much of August was spent with the first 
offense going against the first defense. 
Stallings said, “If we're going to get better, 


OPPONENT 
Vanderbilt 


Arkansas 
Georgia 


Oct. 14 Tennessee 

Oct. 21 Mississippi 

Oct. 28 North Texas 
Nov. 4 LSU 

Nov. 11 Mississippi State 
Noy. 18 Auburn 


Bryant-Denny Stadium Expansion Plans Set 


Ithough The University of Alabama Board of Trustees must still give final approval, 
Ae next expansion of Bryant-Denny Stadium-and with it the eventual move of all 
Crimson Tide home football games to Tuscaloosa—is about to begin. 

The University received commitments of financial assistance from the cities of Tuscaloosa 
($4 million) and Northport ($150,000) and Tuscaloosa County ($500,000) to help with the 
enlargement of the stadium from approximately 70,000 to approximately 80,000. The ex- 
pansion will include stadium seats and skyboxes in the North end zone. Alabama President 
Dr. Roger Sayers said that he could foresee the time when the stadium would grow to 90,000 
or larger, and working plans to double deck the South end zone and the East side have been 
made that would expand the stadium to about 100,000. The remainder of the estimated $15 
million cost of the expansion will be paid by the athletics department. 

The University is contracted to play three games each year (including the Auburn and 
Tennessee games when they are Bama home games) in Birmingham's Legion Field through 
2001. Legion Field, which has always been a larger stadium than the campus stadium and 
which traditionally has been the site of many major Crimson Tide games, seats 83,000. 
Beginning in 2002, all games (with the exception of an occasional non-conference and non- 


Construction will begin before the end of the year and be completed prior to the 1997 
football season. Unlike the major renovation and expansion project of 1987, the stadium will 
not be closed during the 1996 football season. 


1995 Alabama Football Schedule 


Southern Mississippi 


North Carolina State 


—Kirk McNair 


we can't just be going against the third team. 
You can learn your assignments that way, 
but in order to get getter you've got to have 
good competition.” 

Stallings has been disappointed in that as- 
pect. He has noted missed assignments by 
the offense “and just getting whipped” by 
the defense, and said, “There comes a time 
when the offense has just got to get it done. 
It's not like this is the only good defense 
we're going to see. We're going to be playing 
against a good defense every week.” 

Good? Well, maybe. As good as 
Alabama's? Not likely. 

Alabama's defense probably will see an of- 
fense or two that is more productive than 
Bama’s. But if key players stay healthy, the 
Crimson Tide offense should be more than 
adequate. 

All-in-all, this will be a very good Alabama 
football team. 


SITE TIME 
NashvilLe 7 p.m 
Birmingham 2:30 p.m 
Tuscaloosa 11:30 a.m. 
Athens TBA 
Tuscaloosa 2:30 p.m. 
Birmingham TBA 
Oxford 2p.m 
Tuscaloosa 2:30 p.m. 
Tuscaloosa TBA 
Tuscaloosa TBA 
Auburn TBA 
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o 
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1995 Alabama 


Name, Position 
Marcell West, flk 
Deshea Townsend, Icb 
Michael Proctor, pk 
Steve Stanley, s 

Tony Johnson, te 
Lance Tucker, qb 
Kevin Jackson, ss 
Tracy High, Icb 
Freddie Kitchens, qb 
Mike Reynolds, ss 
Thomas Hill, reb 
Brad Ford, Icb 


John David Phillips, se-qb 


Cedric Samuel, s-rcb 
Brian Burgdorf, qb 
William Watts, pk 
Travis Crim, ss 

Josh Niblett, te-fb 
Warrent Foust, gb 
Hayden Stockton, p 
Chad Key, se 

Kelvin Sigler, s 
Montoya Madden, rb 
Michael Vaughn, flk 
Andre Short, ss 
Marlon Reyes, Icb 
Fernando Bryant, Icb 
Michael Feagin, rb-cb 
Jeremy Pruitt, s 
Brian Steger, rb 
Dennis Riddle, rb 
Taurus Turner, fb 
Reggie Grimes, fb 
Curtis Alexander, rb 
Ed Scissum, fb 

Chris Hood, Ide 
Owen Winston, rcb 
Matt Teague, fb 
Rondi Gibson, rb 
Shaun Alexander, rb 
Patrick Hape, tb-te 
Daniel Pope, p 
Ralph Staten, slb 
Paul Pickett, slb 
Steve Harris, wlb 
Darrell Blackburn, rde 
Derek Cunningham, rcb 
John Tanks, slb 
Eddie Hunter, slb 
William Leland, fb 
Trevis Smith, fb 


Hgt 
5-11 
5-10 
5-11 


6-0 
5-11 
5-10 
6-1 
6-5 
6-0 
6-4 
6-3 
6-0 
6-4 
3-8 
6-3 
63 
5-11 
6-0 


263 
195 
222 
278 
181 
225 
19] 
195 
252 
191 
200 
231 
238 
224 
155 
226 
200 
222 
223 


Hometown 
Niceville, Fla. 
Batesville, Miss. 
Pelham 
Leighton 
Como, Miss. 
Fayette 

Dothan 
Pontotoc, Miss, 
Aualla 
Centreville 
Meridian, Miss. 
Dadeville 
Anniston 
Demopolis 
Cedartown, Ga. 
Pleasant Grove 
Clanton 
Demopolis 
Midwest City, Okb, 
Double Springs 
Parrish 

Mobile 

Town Creek 
Clarksdale, Miss. 
LaGrange, Ga. 
Mexico 
Murfreesboro, Tenn. 
Greenville 
Rainesville 
New Market 
Tuscaloosa 

Fort Payne 
Nashville, Tenn. 
Memphis, Tenn. 
Attalla 

Town Creek 
Montgomery 
Montgomery 
Brewton 
Florence, Ky. 
Killen 
Alpharetta, Ga, 
Semmes 
LaGrange, Ga. 
Town Creek 
Huntsville 
Pelham 

Builer 

LeFlore 
Birmingham 
Montgomery 


Football Roster 


Yese 


Name, Position 
Chris Warren, rdt 
Howie Fell, wlb 
Laron White, rg 
Franz Odom, mlb 
Granison Wagstaff, mlb 
Anthony Dowdle, rde 
Fernando Davis, mlb 
Chris Jordan, rt 
Lamont Floyd, wlb 
Matt Harrison, c 
Chris Edwards, mlb 
Chris Samuels, It 
Chris Sign, lg 
Michael Ray, c 

Sage Spree, It 
Maurice Belser, lg 
Jackson Cook, snap 
Rhett Crutchfield, It 
Will Friend, Ig 
Michael Moore, c 
Jason McDonald, rt 
John Causey, c 

Pete DiMario, rt 
Josh Swords, rg 
Shannon Brown, Idt 
Elverett Brown, rde 
Joel Holliday, It 
Ozell Powell, Idt 
Jeremy Pennington, rg 
Toderick Malone, flk 
Edgar Walker, Ide 
Chad Goss, ilk 

Thad Abernathy, fk 
Calvin Hall, se 
Shamari Buchanan, se 
Curtis Brown, se 
Rod Rutledge, te 
Dwayne Rudd, wlb 
Michael Cassady, se 
Chester Lewis, snap 
Tito Smith, wlb 
John Walters, mlb 
Clint Waggoner, rde 
Tyrell Buckner, mlb 
Shawn Alexander, rdt 
Kendrick Burton, Ide 
Kelvin Moore, rde 
Bryan Thornton, Idt 
Vann Bodden, Ide 
Matt Parker, rdt 

Eric Kerley, rdt 


Wet Exp 
244 Sq 
25 Sq 
27 ak 
240 RS 
225 «RS 
251 IL 
245° 2L 
290 Sq 
240 QL 
260 RS 
236 ~=—«RS 
274 «HS 
257. “HS 
280 Sq 
278 ~—sORS 
292 3L 
250 IL 
236 «RS 
72 Ok 
290 HS 
209 «HS 
271k 
276 (UL 
275 RS 
292 3L 
aT) 
289 IL 
3180 (aL 
8 2L 
180 2L 
251 Sq 
167 Sq 
160 Sq 
197 RS 
223. «HS 
199 3L 
270 AL 
232 0 IL 
173 Sq 
2360 AL 
200 =-RS 
225 3 
235 «HS 
245002 
278 «=«HS 
268 0 2L 
258 092 
280 3L 
267° 2k 
rr MD 
200 IL 


Hometown 
Birmingham 
Birmingham 
Courtland 
Semmes 
Enterprise 
Columbus, Ga. 
Aberdeen, Miss, 
Jackson 

Orange Park, Fla. 
Dadeville 
Bessemer 
Mobile 
Arlington, Tex. 
Boaz 

Boligee 

Cordova 
Cullman 
Birmingham 
Philadelphia, Miss 
Fayette 
Theodore 
Hayneville 
Tuscaloosa 
Brentwood, Tenn. 
Millbrook 
Montgomery 
Six Mile, S.C. 
Greenville 
Vernon 

Attalla 

Dothan 

Warner Robins, Ga. 
Enterprise 
Gallatin, Tenn. 
Adanta, Ga. 
John’s Island, S.C. 
Birmingham 
Batesville, Miss. 
Florala 
Tuscaloosa 
Birmingham 
Dallas, Tex. 
Fairburn, Ga. 
Denison, Tex. 
Quinton 
Hartselle 
Daphne 

Mobile 

Moss Point, Miss. 
Lawton, Okla. 


Birmingham 
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You've Got the 
Home Team Advantage 


With The 
Crimson Pride MasterCard® 
and The University of 
Alabama Visa® 


Here’s a very special way to show your 
support for the University. Each time 
you use your Crimson Pride MasterCard 
or University of Alabama Visa Card, 
we'll contribute a portion of each charge 
to the Alabama Alumni Association 
Scholarship Fund. And while you help 
deserving students receive the education 
of their dreams (more than $2 million 
has been received so far), you get all the 
advantages of the world’s most popular 
credit cards. 


If you’re not already taking advantage of 
this exceptional way to show your 
school spirit, take a moment to fill out 
the application below and mail it to 
Regions BankCard Center, P.O. Box 4849, 
Montgomery, Alabama 36103. It won't 
be long before you're a card carrying 


aati 
(1085. CHAMPraysHIR 


‘Bama fan. 


Select: [_] BOTH (_] MASTERCARD 


APPLICANT 


Middle Initial Last Name 


OJ visa 


First Name 
Street Address 
City State 
Birthdate =} urity Number 
Home Phone ears al Address 
( ) 
Previous Street Address 
State Zip Code 


Name of Employer or Source of Inc 


Official Bank of the SEC 
Championships 


CO-APPLICANT 


First Name Middle Initial ~~ Last Name 


Social Security Number 


Relationship to Applicanv/Addres: ifferent from Applicant 


Name of Employer or Source of Income Job Title/Occupation 
Business Phone Number of Years 


Net Monthly Income* 


“Alimony, chil 
you do not w 


A Regions BANK 
= 


COST DISCLOSURE 


Annual percentage rate 15.5% 


Variable rate Does not apply 

Grace period for purchases You have 25 days after the closing 
date of the preceding statement to 
repay your balance for purchases 
before being charged a finance 
charge. 


Balance calculation method Average daily balance (including 
for purchases new transactions) 

Membership fees A $10 annual fee is prorated during 
the initial year of card issuance. 
The annual card fee will be waived 
for any year in which the bank is 
advised by the Association that the 
cardholder is an active member. 


above information for 

ning of information con 
agrees to be bound by 

rdholder Agreement 


Minimum finance charge $.50 is the minimum finance charge, 


ny if any finance charge is due, for a 
the terms and conditions se billing cycle. 
that will be mailed to hinvher ab 
SIGNS THIS APPLICATION BLE 
THE CREDIT ADVANCE, FINANCE CHARGES, AND FEE INCURRED FROM 
TIME TO TIME AS A RESULT OF THE USE AND/OR RETENTION OF THE 
CREDIT CARD(S) BY ANY AUTHORIZED USER. 


Signature of Applicant 


Gross Monthly Income* Net Monthly Income’ 
$ $ 


Other Income* (Other Source of Income) 


Transaction fee for NONE 
purchases 


Transaction fee for cash NONE 


( Own Home —=— Name of Mortgage Co, or Landlord += Monthly Payment Signature of Co-Applicant (if applicable) advances 


O Rent $ Late payment fee NONE 


Please mail response to BankCard Center: P.O. Box 4899, Montgomery, Alabama, 36103 | over-the-timit tee NONE 


The information about the costs of the cards described in this application is accurate as of July 1, 1995. This information may be changed after that date. 


Member FDIC 
O. Box 4899, Montgomery, Alabama 36103. 


To find out what may have changed, call us at 1-800-828-0893 or write: Regions BankCard Center, 


by Donald F. Staffo 


Junior offensive tackle 
feels extra pressure 
with number one spot 


entral High School is a large school 
f (6A) and perennial football power in 

Tuscaloosa, the home of The 
University of Alabama. Yet despite being in 
the shadows of Bryant-Denny Stadium, the 
Falcons do not regularly feed the Crimson 
Tide football team. 

In 1991 Central had a 9-3 record and pro- 
duced several players who went on to play 
college football, but only Pete DiMario 
joined Bama. When he arrived at The 
Capstone, DiMario was the only Central 
player on the team. Now a junior projected 
to start at offensive right tackle, DiMario has 
since been joined by fellow Falcon Dennis 
Riddle, a sophomore competing for the 
starting tailback spot, and junior Chester 
Lewis, Bama’s long snapper who prepped at 
Central for two years before transferring to 
Tuscaloosa Academy. 

Although recruited by about 25 schools, 
including LSU, Mississippi State, Florida, 
Ole Miss and Arkansas, DiMario said he 
never really considered going elsewhere. 

“I grew up here and | liked watching the 
games,” he said. “I liked the tradition, the 
coaching staff and the facilities. | knew my 
way around here already, so | felt comfort- 
able. I didn’t have to go to a strange place 
and meet people. | knew I wanted to come 
here, so I cancelled all my other official vis- 
its.” 

Prior to enrolling at Alabama, DiMario 
had already experienced playing in Bryant- 
Denny Stadium, since Central annually 
played cross-town rival Tuscaloosa County 
High there. But playing in the stadium and 
playing for the Tide are two different things. 

“It's more than what I thought it was,” 
DiMario said. “You hear of the tradition and 
hear what it’s like to play for Alabama, but 
you really don’t know what it’s like until you 
step out in the stadium and play for 
Alabama. A lot of that has to do with the 
fans we have. They're great. 

“For the Central-County High game there 
might be 15,000 people, 17,000 tops, and 
we'd say, ‘Look at all those people.’ It was 
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Pete DiMario was a member of the “Salty Dogs,” the number two offensive line, last year. This year he 


is expected to be the starter at offensive right tackle. He said the extra pressure of 


sulted in him working harder in the off season. 


our biggest game every year. We loved play- 
ing them at the stadium. It was like going to 
God's country. We thought it couldn't get 
any better. 

“But it can’t even equate (with playing for 
the Crimson Tide).” 

Besides playing for Alabama, DiMario likes 
playing in his adopted hometown. Although 
he lives in Bryant Hall with the other Tide 
players, he goes home a couple of times a 
week to see his parents, brothers and sisters 
and to get a home-cooked meal. “If 1 ever 
need anything, my parents are nearby,” he 
said. 

He acknowledges that playing at home can 
also have its disadvantages. “Everybody 
knows who you are,” he said. “All your 
friends expect more from you. Everybody 
knows what you do. That puts a little extra 
pressure on you.” 


ing a starter re- 


Barry Fikes Photo 


iMario, 6-5 and 276-pounds, said he 
D feels even more pressure heading 

into the season number one on the 
depth chart at right tackle. “It adds a little 
pressure because now you're a starter and 
people expect more from you.” 

DiMario said the higher expectations 
made him more excited about the upcoming 
season and caused him to work harder this 
past summer. “I’m always excited about 
football, but this year I'm more excited than 
I've ever been,” he said. “It’s a different feel- 
ing. It's hard to explain. But | know it made 
me work harder in the weight room and in 
my running. 

“| lifted five days a week and some nights | 
jogged until I got tired. Everything was just 
more intensified. I didn’t slack off.” 

DiMario now bench presses 440 pounds, 
squats “600-something” and runs a 4.9 forty. 
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Earning a starting position, however, “has 
in a way taken some pressure off,” DiMario 
said, “because you finally got what you 
wanted. It means that all your hard work 
has finally paid off. 

“But | know that you can’t become com- 
placent. If you do, you won't be a starter 
very long.” 

Bama’s offensive tackle position was devas- 
tated this summer when last year's first 
string right tackle, senior Kareem McNeal, 
suffered career-ending injuries in an auto- 
mobile accident. McNeal had moved to left 
tackle in the spring, where he had been tick- 
eted to replace the graduated Joey Harville. 
Now Alabama is having to adjust its tackles 
with sophomore Joel Holliday moving from 
back-up right tackle to left tackle, where he 
and redshirt freshman Sage Spree are expect- 
ed to duel for the starting job. DiMario will 
be backed up by sophomore Chris Jordan 
and true freshman Jason McDonald. 


part of the “Salty Dogs,” the second of- 

fensive line that came through at critical 
times during the season. One was when the 
substitute unit cleared the way for the Tide 
to sustain an 18-play touchdown drive 
against Georgia in what many consider one 
of the most exciting games ever played in 
Tuscaloosa. In the come-from-behind 29-28 
victory over the Bulldogs, the Salty Dogs did 
most of the dirty work that set up the game 
winning field goal. DiMario was also a 
member of the field goal team. 

“That game stands out in my mind,” 
DiMario said. “It was the first collegiate 
night game I ever played in. Everything 
seemed to be magnified. We got in there and 
we scored twice on them. It was unbeliev- 
able.” 

DiMario saw action in nine game in 1993, 
including contributing on the field goal and 
point-after-touchdown teams. 

DiMario has two years of eligibility left, 
though he expects to graduate next summer 
with a degree in physical education. He's 
concentrating on his technique in an effort 
to get better. He said he's willing to pay the 
price. 

“I give 110 percent, whether we're run- 
ning sprints after practice, going OL-DL (of- 
fensive line vs. defensive line one-on-one) 
drills or just in anything we're doing,” he 
said. “Sometimes people tend to loaf. | try 
not to. One of the things coaches look for is 
effort.” 

Off the field, however, DiMario describes 
himself as easy-going. “I’m kind of a 
prankster,” he said. “I like to play jokes on 


L: 1994 DiMario played in every game as 
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the other guys. I’m not the only one. 
Everyone does it to everybody else.” 

The son of Francis and Priscilla DiMario, 
the transplanted Philadelphian relaxes by 
fishing, hunting and water skiing. DiMario’s 
family moved to Tuscaloosa when Pete was 
going into the eighth grade. 

“But | was an Alabama fan way before 
that,” he said. “I used to wear an Alabama 
shirt and hat in the third grade. The first 
Alabama game I ever saw was al Penn State. 

“I was rooting for Alabama, and | lived in 


Pennsylvania at the time,” he said. “Still, 
when we moved here, I felt different at first. 
Everybody looked at me like a Yankee- 
Italian. 

“Now I like it here. 1 consider myself a 
Southerner. But I miss the good Italian 
restaurants. You can’t get a cannelloni 
around here.” 

If he doesn’t get a shot at playing profes- 
sional football, DiMario said he plans to 
teach physical education and would one day 
like to be a college football coach. 


Tradition 


The all-silk Robert Talbott 


tie is made exclusively for 


The Locker Room and is of- 
fered in True Crimson color. 
$49.50. 


The Locker Room in 
Tuscaloosa features 
traditional clothing 

with a unique Alabama 
touch. 


Our dacron and wool hopsack 
blazer is True Crimson. $145. 


Fine all-cotton pique knit shirt, 
offered in red, white, navy, black or 
teal. Sizes L, XL, XXL $37.50. 


Call toll free. 
Applicable sales tax for Alabama residents. Shipping charges added. 


the Llacker Kooum 


1-800-749-0992 


1218 University Boulevard 
Tuscaloosa, Alabama 35401 
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Dwayne Rudd: 


The Complete Package 


by John Barnes 


Sophomore linebacker has 
all tools to be a great one 


hroughout the history of Alabama 
Toon only a handful of true fresh- 

men have possessed the talent and 
maturity to step in and make an immediate 
impact. Players like Antonio Langham and 
David Palmer established themselves as 
freshmen and went on to become legitimate 
stars and All-Americas. 

Two such players emerged for the Tide in 
1994, one of which was linebacker Dwayne 
Rudd. Along with high school teammate 
Deshea Townsend, Rudd gave Tide fans a 
glimpse of what could become a great ca- 
reer. Rudd's presence and maturity on the 
field became apparent early in the year. By 
season's end, he was widely regarded as one 
of the top freshman performers in the 
Southeastern Conference. His speed and 
physical tools are qualities rarely found in 
underclassmen. 

Assistant Coach Jeff Rouzie has tutored 
some of the school’s finest linebackers. 
Players like Barry Krauss, Rich Wingo, 
Antonio London and Derrick Oden have all 
performed under the watchful eye of Rouzie. 
And Rouzie believes Dwayne Rudd will be 
one of the finest ever to wear the Crimson. 

“Dwayne is the complete package,” said 
Rouzie. “I’ve been around the game for 
some time and | don't ever think I've seen 
anyone as good as Dwayne Rudd at such a 
young age. He simply has no weaknesses. 
He's got size (6-2, 232), speed (better than 
4.6 in the 40), great lateral movement and a 
tremendous nose for the football. He’s unbe- 
lievably strong. He benches more than 700 
pounds and once benched 225 75 times. 
He’s probably one of the hardest workers 
I've ever been around. He'll do anything to 
make himself a better football player and 
he's pretty darn good right now.” 

Penciled in as the starter at weakside 
linebacker, Rudd is destined to see plenty of 
action. With Ralph Staten manning the 
strong side, it will be extremely difficult for 
anyone to turn the corner on the Alabama 
defense. “We've got a chance to be an out- 
standing unit,” said Rudd. “I don’t think 
anyone in the country has as much depth as 
we do on the defensive line and at lineback- 
er. Our third-team guys could start for just 
about anyone.” 

Rudd and Staten, along with middle 


14 


Dwayne Rudd made an impact as a back-up linebacker as a freshman in 1994. This year he's ticketed 
to be not only a starter, but also a star if the evaluation of Bama coaches is correct. 


linebacker John Walters, will anchor an 
Alabama defense that promises to be a very 
solid unit. Back-ups Tyrell Buckner, Paul 
Pickett, Lamont Floyd and Fernando Davis, 
along with redshirt freshmen Stephen Harris 
and Chris Edwards, will give Alabama some 
very impressive depth at linebacker. 

“| would say that eight or nine kids have a 
chance to see action at linebacker,” said 
Rouzie. “Dwayne is the starter right now, 
but he'll get pushed during practice. That's 
exactly what we want because it makes ev- 
eryone better. If he continues to improve, 
and | think he will, he has a chance to have 
one of the best sophomore years ever at 
Alabama.” 


C oming to the Capstone from 
Batesville, Mississippi, and South 
Panola High School, Rudd was wide- 
ly regarded as the top prospect in the state. 


Barry Fikes Photo 


Along with high school teammate and Bama 
roommate Townsend, Rudd led South 
Panola to a perfect 15-0 season and the class 
5A state championship his senior year. 

Rudd sees many similarities between Gene 
Stallings and his high school coach, Willis 
Wright. “Coach Stallings and Coach Wright 
are cut from the same mold,” said Rudd. 
“Both of them treat you like a man and show 
no favoritism. They have a lot of the same 
philosophies and believe in rewarding play- 
ers for hard work.” 

Originally contacted by more than 20 
schools, Rudd planned early on to stay in 
state and play for Ole Miss or Mississippi 
State. After contacts from Tennessee, LSU, 
Florida and lowa, as well as Alabama, Rudd 
felt that leaving the state of Mississippi 
would be better for his development on and 
off the field. 

“L really didn’t make that many visits,” he 
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said. “I did go to Tennessee, lowa and 
Alabama, in addition to the in-state schools. 
Although I never made an official visit, I 
came real close to signing with LSU. When | 
came here on my visit, | was real impressed 
with Coach Stallings and the rest of the staff. 
1 thought they were real honest and told me 
I had a chance to play. In my opinion, there 
is no better place to be a linebacker than 
Alabama.” 


udd was part of a 1994 Alabama de- 

fense that struggled to find an identi- 

early in the season. Not until the 

last three or four games of the season did 

the Tide defense step up and truly play to its 

potential. “Early in the year, it seemed some 

of us just sat back and waited for someone 

else to make the play,” said Rudd. “I think 

the Georgia game made us wake up and re- 

alize we needed to be a little more aggres- 
sive.” 

Seeing his first action in the Tide's season 
opener against Chattanooga, Rudd went on 
to play in every game for the Tide, mostly at 
weakside linebacker, splitting time with 
André Royal, Lamont Floyd and Staten. As 
the season progressed, so did Rudd's playing 
time, culminating in an outstanding perfor- 
mance in the SEC Championship Game. 

“I feel pretty good about last year,” said 
Rudd. “1 played more than I expected to and 
it should help me to perform at a higher 
level this year. We had a good defense over 
the course of the last three or four games 
and we played well in the fourth quarter all 
year. It was kind of a scary feeling when | 
got here because there were nine linebackers 
in my class and | was the only one from out 
of state. I think I was ina little better shape 
than most of the other guys and | tried to 
work hard during two-a-days and impress 
Coach Rouzie. | asked a lot of questions and 
tried to let him know that | was willing to 
do anything to play.” 

Obviously, it worked, as Rudd went on to 
have a great year, earning post-season hon- 
ors as a member of the Knoxville News 
Sentinel Freshman All-SEC Team. 

Rudd's finest moment came in the SEC 
Championship Game against Florida when 
he returned an interception 26 yards for a 
touchdown. Most remember the touch- 
down, not for Rudd's outstanding play, but 
for the fact that Alabama elected not to al- 
tempt the two-point conversion as the 
Gators scored on the next series and won 
the game 24-23. “To be honest, | was so ex- 
cited after the play, | never really thought 
about us going for two. | just looked at the 
scoreboard and saw Alabama was ahead. It 
wasn't until after the game and people were 
pointing it out that I realized what hap- 
pened. But it’s in the past and the coaches 
did what they thought was right.” 
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On the year, Rudd recorded a total of 26 
tackles, including five against Tulane, Georgia 
and Southern Miss. In addition, he intercept- 
ed two passes and caused two fumbles. 

“Dwayne had a great freshman year,” said 
Rouzie. “If you look at the sheer numbers 
we have at linebacker and all the experience 
we had last year at that position, it was real- 
ly impressive. Now that he's had a year plus 
spring practice to learn the system, it should 
help him to be one of our leaders on de- 
fense.” 


udd views the 1995 season with antic- 
Rove: “Defensively, | don't see how 
we could help but be good,” he said. 
“Depth is very important and we've certainly 
got it. When enough people play to keep ev- 
eryone fresh, it really pays off in the fourth 
quarter. Our starters have proven them- 
selves. John and Ralph and | compliment 
each other real well. | think everyone real- 
ized in spring practice that things were start- 
ing to come together. | think we all under- 
stand the defense and look forward to going 
out and beating up on someone other than 
each other. | think we'll be better than last 
year.” 
As is usually the case, Bama’s 1995 defense 
is drawing comparisons to the 1992 squad. 


It is the standard by which all Alabama de- 
fenses will be measured in the future. “What 
people have to understand is that the '92 
team was one of the best defenses in the his- 
tory of college football,” said Rudd. “Each 
year, we try to develop our own personality. 
Last year, we really didn't have much of a 
personality until late in the year. This year, 
we need to come out smoking and let people 
know we're for real. Unlike last year, we 
know who the starters are, we know who 
can play and who the back-ups are. I'm real 
excited about it.” 

If Bama is to have yet another outstanding 
season, few would argue that the defense 
will play a key role. Bama will face the sea- 
son with an entirely new offensive backfield. 
In Rudd's view, the responsibility lies square- 
ly on the back of the defense. 

“We need to take charge early and give the 
offense some field position and a chance to 
grow,” he said. “There's a lot of talent over 
there, but the experience lies with us. We'll 
miss guys like Damien Jeffries, Michael 
Rogers and Sam Shade, but everyone out 
there has the talent and experience to do the 
job. Everyone seems so worried about the 
secondary. We don't have much depth, but 
they'll be fine after a little game experience.” 


1:16 Scale Die Cast Collectible Bank 


®@ All Decorations Painted (No Decals or Stickers) ®Steerable Front Wheels 


@ Bank Coin Slot on Rear Deck of Cart 
@ Custom Packaging with 

® School Logos 

@ Die Cast Frame and Body 

@ Clear Windshield 

® Soft Seats 

@ Rubber Like Tires 

e@ Coin Retrieval Door 


with Key 


Only 


plus $3.00 Shipping 
and Handling 
( Include Ga. Sales Tax 
if Applicable ) 


Call us or check with 

your College Bookstore 

or Gift Shop for the 
availability of other collegiate 
collectible CartBanks. 


100% Money Back Satisfaction Guaranteed .. . 


GMP pays the cost to return and will issue 
full refund, no questions asked! 


E ——- 
SO 
Sa* 


Send Check or Money Order to : GMP / P.O. Box 571 / Winder, GA 30680 
To Charge VISA/Master Card: 1-800-536-1637 or Fax: 404-867-0786 
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The Running Backs: 


SS : nena 


Trio Wor 


by Kirk McNair 


Dennis Riddle has a slight 
lead over Brian Steger 
and Curtis Alexander 


pportunity knocks these days in 
()* Alabama Crimson Tide of- 
fensive backfield. 

With the school’s number five career 
rusher in Sherman Williams gone to the 
National Football League, no starter re- 
turns to carry the load in 95 at tailback, 
or running back as it is known in Bama 
nomenclature. Filling the void should 
be a welcome challenge to Tide coaches, 
however, as three experienced under- 


classmen return. 

Sophomore running backs Dennis 
Riddle (6-0, 190) and Curtis Alexander 
(6-1, 195) join junior Brian Steger (6-1, 
200) as the competition for playing 
time becomes fierce. With such a loss of 
talent and experience in Williams, re- 
placing him with just one back will be 
difficult. Spring practice became the 
proving ground for this trio of backs, 
during which they all answered the call. 

“In the spring we were trying to find 
whatever combination it would be,” 
Running Backs Coach Ivy Williams 
said. “We lost some great, experienced 
players, but coming back we have some 
very talented people also.” 

Throughout spring practice and in 
their performances in the A-Day Game, 


ing To Replace Williams 


each proved his worth. Alexander, who 
saw little playing time in 1994, rushed 
eight times for 33 yards and snared 
three passes in the spring contest. 
Steger played well also, totalling 46 
yards rushing, 73 yards receiving and 
two touchdowns. Riddle continued to 
improve as well, building upon the mo- 
mentum of a successful freshman cam- 
paign. 

Williams and the Tide coaching staff 
will not have the luxury of playing one 
back for most of the game as was often 
the case last season with Sherman 
Williams. Missing the level of experi- 
ence lost with Williams and fullback 
Tarrant Lynch, playing two or three 
backs in the right combinations and 
schemes will be of the utmost impor- 


Dennis Riddle moved up to number two at Alabama's running back position late last year as a freshman. With 1994 starter Sherman Williams having gradu- 
ated, Riddle is heir apparent to be the number one man at Alabama's signature offensive position. 


16 


Barry Fikes Photo 


*BaMA, Inside The Crimson Tide/SEPTEMBER '95 


ALABAMA 


BOOK ¢ STORE 


B 


P LPO? 7, FIDE 


a 


ey” ALABAMA FOOTBALL. am 
IT'S NOT A MATTER 


OF LIFE AND DEATH... 
IT'S MORE IMPORTANT THAN THAT : 


VIN Ses 
ALISUHAINN 


= eee 
> eo ‘ NX <Y u 
} ie | “ssa 


. es ON SS STARS 
Se ee 
: - = —> 


ALABAMA 


BOOK ¢ STORE 


1015 University Blvd. * Tuscaloosa, AL 35401 


PHOTO 8 M. Insulated foam mini SqUeeZE DOTHE.........cccccesseessecseecsessssstessesneeneesneesees $ 3.95 
A. 100% silk vest with U of A seal overall print, in S, M, L, XL. .$46.95 N. 16 02. Insulated tumbler with handle...........cccccscececesescsesssesssssssesesceeeeeree $10.95 
BB. ARIE SUS OPGTE. 5. css. ssascassins ssnecennsageenasseansyssiovnwonsyecdlaes $12.95 O. 16 02. Insulated tumbler.....,............ $ 8.95 
C. 100% silk necktie with U of A seal design -» $26.95 P. 12 oz. Insulated tumbler............0...2. $ 8.95 
D. 100% polyester necktie with logo.............. 2917.95 Q.10 02. Beverage glass with handle............0...:sccccssesssesseeseesseesseeesecsesssees $ 8.95 
E. 100% silk necktie with football deSigh...........cescsssesseessesssesssees 1927.95 PR: 12:02) MINT TRU WIT RC asissccessscsisca sn aseereiiaiiasisaasisieiietiieainaiiian $ 3.95 
F. 100% silk boxer shorts with elastic waistband, in S, M, L, XL... $25.95 S. 22.02, Super MUG WIth lidn....ccssssssorssasssecsncesossscasesssssssosresseseccecsencsnecesereto $ 4.95 
G, Cotton sunflower or celestial ponytail holders to coordinate with 

SUMOITS COP HSH MENG sess ssssssssspsopoonnsece2zcss5sas5%5555 6yemanstss ccciMLodAAO55SSPSSb MACENRCEReS $ 5.95 PHOTO 11 
H. 100% silk ponytail holder with U of A seal design..............---scseseeseeees $ 7.95 A. 100% Nylon soccer style shorts with vented legs, elastic waistband 

& GAWSUING I S-Xlisiscsrscessosenrsecoassossssstssscbbbsstancasorerrrensséteordssssasassadenivezens $12.95 

PHOTO 9 B. Gray basic cotton shorts with elastic waistband & drawstring, 
A SONS Blass Cali Bg HAO: ssscssascsisssccccascascasesscesisseisisrsaveovocaisnseeseasis leiiead $31.95 PARADES (Tb SKU accaaenviassasesdddasssipaasiasaasscitsvsssnessplessioregs ea Sinnasssbeeeedlagss $11.95 
Bs PEMSF GARLAG SAN Oscx..aascsssssssssttevescccasasensastssessastsstiesceeesicaataseassdesitses $17.95 C. Mesh shorts with elastic waistband & drawstring, available in 
C. Solid brass “Alumni” car tag fraMe.......ecssseesssssessesnessesees $31.95 white or crimson in S, M,L, XLi..esceceeeeeeeee $24.95 2XL.n.cccccssssrrsvees $26.95 
D. Metal car tag frame, “Alabama Crimson Tide" or “Alumni”. aon’ 7.95 D. 100% cotton boxer style shorts with black background celestrial 
Ei, BRAS SU MI CAP TAG 55:0 ascnscasezecestanas esses ppimavanessbiasasissr dn vaomamcdel awe t design “Alabama” in gold in S-XL...,......:.sss--sssssrererersesseesstensecasensesseerseets $18.95 
F. Alumni metal Car taQ........sccsssessssseesssssesseseeseensenes E. Heather gray T-shirt (matches shorts) “Alabama Football" print 
G. Gold w/UofA seal metal car tag on front in M, Ly XLo. sense $18.95 2XL..........3 $19.95. 3XL.... cesses $20.95 
H, Pewter Car taq.cc..eceesessecnssesee us F. Navy 100% heavyweight cotton shorts with side pockets, 
Is MAMGRIAS CR TAG ssiassstscacssssneanccaseasssscossaasanasacaaasesaacissitittnassesnssseaaseianeonnt elastic waistband & drawstring in S-XL.......sssseccseecsssssseessserssessssessseeesnseans $21.95 
J; Rayitar “BAMA Caf tagyascsssccscssssassnsossisooonsoonesaedssanssessasissonscasscesssssoeatVYFH4 G. Longer length ash 100% cotton shorts with 2 side pockets, 
K.“Roll Tide" metal car tag..... : drawstring & elastic waistband, “Alabama Athletics”, in S-XL... $15.95 
L, Black/gold metal car tag san H. Sunflower design cotton boxer style shorts in burgundy with 
M, White with crimson tag. Also available crimson with white.............00 $ 3.95 elastic waistband, “Alabama” on left leg, iN S-XL.....sssssssesseseseseesnesneseed $15.95 
N. Football shaped crimson with white tag. |. Heather gray running shorts with elastic waistband & drawstring 

Also available white With CriMSOM.......::ss:cssessessseessesssssessstspessecesneesnnensaets $ 4.95 (matches shirt), “Alabama Football” on left leg, in S-XL...$15.95 2XL...$16.95 
O. “Alabama Established" car tag ey J. Sunflower design cotton boxer style shorts in navy with elastic 
P. Football field design Car tag..........ssssssssssesessesereesversssscsnssneentencenseereerey waistband, “Alabama” on left leg, iN S-XL......essesssssessssseseeseessesesssaeaenees $15.95 
PHOTO 10 PHOTO 12 
A. Ceramic stein, 28 oz. with U of A seal and gold trim........eeessessseecsecsses $15.95 A. White 100% pre-shrunk cotton t-shirt, front design “I've got friends...”, 
B. Ceramic stein, 30 oz. with U of A seal and gold trim....... . $16.95 back design “In low places...Auburn", in M, L, XL......$171,95 = 2XL. 
C. Ceramic salt and pepper shakers with “A/Elephant” logo.... $10.95 B. Charcoal gray 100% cotton rough-out t-shirt, in M, L, XL oe 
D..10 02, Beverage QIASS.......cc.ssssssosissocsesseessessssscsssesensorecsoees weS 7.50 C. Crimson 100% cotton t-shirt with block “BAMA”, in L, XL. 
E. 10 oz. Double old fashion glass......... $ 5.95 D. White 100% cotton t-shirt with Red Cross symbol on left chest, 
F, 8 02. Coffee cup “Rolling with the Tide" oS 6.50 (back design shown) in M, L, Xbo......eeeeeeeee S135, 2X Lissssrervvsvenseesee $15.95 
G. 2 02. Ceramic shot glass With MANdle............ecccessssseennessessseeseessesseeneeese $ 5.95 E. White pre-shrunk 100% cotton t-shirt with “Alabama List of 
H. 18 oz, Plastic cup, 10/pack (Also available matching Endangered Species..." in M, L, XLu...... $13.95 QR iesesapeccscers $15.95 

PUBS NG NADINE) csccsssissscssccnsvazassssancarcsaciatvenvecomudiasssssasiachassatetevecebeadel $ 2.95 F. Silver gray 100% cotton sleeveless t-shirt with full front design, 
|. 8 02 Coffee cup with U of A logo... .$ 6.50 S| Ly SIT25: BX auneivannns $19.95 
J. 1 1/2 oz. Shot glass with “Bama Roll Tide $ 3.95 
K. Insulated foam squeeze bottle..........000 wu 4,95 Other UA Souvenirs: Watches, 10K, 14K & Sterling Silver Jewelry, Jackets, 
Fe PE GERELLRONS sccnscassasssisee spp anvcccoepqcGtsas5 rasan precniscaesisccsvsadsaannanieapppantasopel $ 2.95 Umbrellas, Flags / Car Flags, Leather Accessories, Cassettes / C.D,'s and Socks. 
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COVER 
A. Gray 100% cotton t-shin with “Crimson Tide of Alabama” 
screen printed and “A/Elephant" embroidered in the middle, 


Wael bag DEE: acccetscsescwassantiss ap snsnoe cagaangéescstscascvepncasonquctgicsassosecaps mieronacetiyeos tian $22.95 
B. White long-sleeve turileneck with “Bama” embroidered on collar. 

ND Li RU Sercrrcsssseccsceprmmantined BOOBR QML, ccsisroaamcencescasespisnans $24.95 
C. Heavyweight 100% colton t-shirt, full design embroidery, available 

in gray or White in M, Ly Xbiv cc ccccsessseseeseens SOG, OKs sscccsnssispsssenvaves $30.95 
D. White 100% cotton t-shirt, embroidery sunflower design 

in M, L, XL.......$23.95 Silk screened S,M,L, XL.......$15.95 2XL.......$17.95 
E. 100% cotton t-shirt, embroidery “Alabama” in ash or white, in M, L, 

ML cccceaassasscsncceseaenveeseyae $26.95 ORL s saasssarrremrrtnipicsscscnnend $28.95 
F. Long sleeve 100% cotton white t-shirt with “U of A” on pocket area, 
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G. Crimson 100% cotton t-shirt full front design white puff “Alabama”, 

Hig Tek, bb scecavvcecansn speck tn tesa ccnreceresetenaiasecsuscer senessities stasesssasennsdeesortonnettien $14.95 
PHOTO 1 
A. 10” Plush brown bear with red Knit SWEater......6.66c-ccececeecesesstoenccnnenens $26.95 


B. Crimson mesh football jersey with tazlon sleeves, 
available in following #s: 1,2,7,14,44,71,77 
QF Sr aM ai ssssesse $22.95 4.5.6.7... $23.95 6/8, 10/12,14/16... 


BOUTS EXE 5 sstisssssisesssaccoosoepasccbeas $30.95 2XL.... sbscciaadits +3 
C. Alabama Elephant table lamp..........ccccesesesccsssseesssesessceseeesaesesasssnanesener $59.95 
D. Two piece cheerleader dress, chenille megaphone with “Bama” & 

turtleneck shirt 12-mo. - YOUtH LarQe@......cssesesssssesessscesessentsnssesteseeeees $28.95 


. Gray plush elephant with red sweater 8".............$21.95 eens $18,95 
. pe. infant suit with shirt, pants, socks, all with logo 

WE, TB DA IIG: te ccesccctesscgcsccstas saps choveoruepedtnocesosssspehoeuaWsieccteaen AIT $18.95 
G. Terrycloth baby bib with snap closure... 
H. White newborn cotton cap with * ‘Alabama Crimson Tide’ Risvavouebiri 
|. 4"x 9" felt pennant w/ Elephant head or felt pennant w/ UA seal..... 
J. Two piece infant outfit, sleeveless top with pants. Alabama logo... 
Ke, Sher Grupa WHY JOGO.....-...s-essapsnesorsseoneccsscesessuscnopadcoscsvepebscssoosssceeect sf 
L. Evenflo baby bottle (with 10Q0).........sssssssesessesessesseesesssssessnsnnesssrsnserseees 
M, Canvas tennis shoes with Alabama print. SiZ@S 1,2,3,4.......ccseseeseeees 
N, Soft sole dress up baby shoes in sizes 0,1,2,3........... 
10) 
P 
Q 
R 
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. White cotton turn-down socks in smiall................ 
. Infant knit socks available in white OF CrIMSON......cceeceeeeeeeeees 

. Ash 100% cotton t-shirt with’A/Crimson Tide” and “Bama print... 
. Red mesh shorts with elastic waistband and drawstring in S, M, L..........$20. 
Red mesh basketball jersey in S, M, Lis... .esecsssssesnestessesnssnsseeneeeseensens $24.95 
White 100% cotton SEC banner t-shirt in M, L....817.95 Adult Sizes....$13.95 


PHOTO 2 
A 100% combed cotton golf shirt with burgundy and navy stripes. 
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B. 100% cotton golf shirt with soft collar. White or Crimson 
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C. Premium vented soft golf gloves In S - Xb... scsssseseeneeeeseecseees we 
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J 


. Fringed golf towel with screen printed logo. 16" x 26” 
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PHOTO 3 
A. White 100% cotton t-shirt w/pocket “Bama Roll Tide” 

(back design SHOWN) If L, XbLie cece ec eesesneesseessesseeneseesnessessnesesee $19.95 
B. 100% cotton t-shirt with arched “Alabama”, crimson or gray, 

VA, LL, ele cccessasaath $16.95  2XLi..c.. $17.95 §— 3XL.u. ee $18.95 
GC. Ash 100% cotton pre-shrunk t-shirt in M, L, XL........ $17.95 | 2XL......... $19.95 
D, 100% cotton t-shirt with University of Alabama on front, 

back design shown, in M, L, XLuveeeeees $19.95 2X Lin csessessssenes $20.95 


E. Gray mostly cotton content t-shirt with “A/elephant” in middle and 

“Alabama Crimson Tide”, in M, L, XL... ht: 2)» 3 Leer: $21.95 
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PHOTO 4 
A. Cotton twill golf cap. White and crimson. Adult and Youth sizes.............. $11.95 
B. Suede golf cap with embroidered "A" .........cssssessseserssessesecsnssreneee ...$26.95 
C. Cotton twill golf cap with contrasting visor. 3 position embroidery. $15.95 
D. Cotton twill Hogan hat in white OF Khaki.....ccessssessescsescesserenessese $10.95 
E. Cotton twill bar design golf cap in white or crimson........ $12.95 
F. Cotton twill golf cap in crimson with embroidered script "A”..........-.--s--+: $13.95 
G. Low profile khaki cotton twill cap with Script “A".......2:s:sesssessssesverseereeseee $10.95 
H. Cotton twill cap with embroidered "BAMA" in white or crimson... $10.95 
|, Poly/wool blend cap with cream crown and contrasting bill........ $13.95 
J, Crimson cotton twill cap with front and back embroidery........... $13.95 
K. Low profile cap with denim crown with suede bill.......- $14.95 
L. Crimson fitted wool cap with embroidery script “A”... $15.95 
M. Low profile two tone khaki cap with embroidery script" "Bama’.. $11.95 
N. Wool plaid with suede visor, “Alabarma’’......cssssssessessessereees 317,95 
O. Cotton twill golf cap circle design in white OF CrIMSON........ccss-sersesseeneenes $12.95 
P. 6-panel low profile cap with contrasting bill. Adjustable leather strap...... $20.95 


PHOTO & 
A. Water and wind resistant poplin jacket. Double collar to block out wind. 
Adjustable snap cuffs. Windflap for added weather protection. Inside 


pocket, In M, Ly Xbivcssececseessssseweee. $85.95 BL cccesnassesssssspvapspesta $89.95 
B. Gray crewneck 50/50 sweatshirt with “BAMA' screen print, 

RIM EE Klos scoscascacascscapasuncavensssd $25.95 ML cucanainteonaee $27.95 
C. Crimson 100% cotton canton crewneck fleece with embroidery 

Gesign, in M, L, XL... .seessesssseessssssers $39.95 BI a sssassccitinesastsamsntts $42.95 
D. Chino 100% cotton canton crewneck fleece with screen print 

Aesign, 1 M, L, XL... ssecessesesseesssesees $35.95 PR heossscsineumnniiciwad $38.95 
E. Ash crewneck 80/20 sweatshirt with pinstripe on neck and sleeves, 

Screenprinted, in M, L, XL. $39.95 caictffasanear ses $42.95 
F. Crimson reverse weave 90/10 crewneck sweat shirt. 6” "BAMA" 

tackle twill letters on front, in M, L, Xb. $54.95 Bh irsecrronsiees $59.95 


G. Plump-A-Lump elephant nylon outer shell, washable surface............50+ -- 
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half zipper that zips into a cowl neck in M, L, XL......$61.95  2XbL $64.95 
C. Hunter green heavyweight 80/20 sweatshirt with plaid insert and 

“Alabama” embroidery across sewn-on block “A”, in M, L, XL.....eeecceee 
D. Crimson 45/55 crewneck sweatshirt with arched "Alabama" 

embroidery plus tackle twill and embroidery seal, in M, L, XL... $44.95 


5” tackle twill “Alabama”, in M, L, XL...... 
F. Crimson canton fleece 100% cotton sweatshirt with embroidery 
front design, iN M, L, Xbiss.sseessesseeessneecseaes SAT BE yg AX sas scacsssssisverssnntta $44.95 


PHOTO 7 
. Felt Pennant 12” x 30"... 
. Beach towel 30” x 55” .. 
. Round serving tray...... 
. lee bucket, 3 Qualt..........--sesesesieee 
. Bulova quartz wall clock................00 
. Trash can 13 quart... 
. Door/Floor mat 18” X 27"......... $16.95 Musical fight song version......... 
. AM/FM radio with ear phone and batteries.............ccesesssesenesseseseenees 
Bulova LCD quartz clock in replica NEIMEL...........ssccessesereseeeessessseenenees 
Door chime. Wireless remote. Plays fight song... 
. Helmet phone on wooden plaque..........cccccessesersrseeeeesesesesesceeneenstenseres 
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Brian Steger has the dubious distinction of being prone to fumble, which is not a good way to earn playing time under Coach Gene Stallings. However, the 
junior went through spring training without fumbling and he has shown in practice and in games that he has big play capability. 


tance in order to achieve success in the 
Tide’s bread and butter of offensive 
strategies. But even without the domi- 
nating presence of Williams, someone 
in the Tide backfield must step up. 

“We have to get one or two guys to 
control that position,” Coach Williams 
said. “ We need to be able to dominate 
at our position, and not fall back. 
Running the ball is what we do at 
Alabama, so these guys need to be able 
to perform for us, and they know that.” 
Williams plans to play a one- or two- 
man rotation, and looks forward to the 
competitive scenario playing itself out 
in practice. 

In this search for continuity and pro- 
duction, all three can bring something 
totally different to the offense. With 
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Riddle, Williams expects a physical and 
tough player, likening his style to that 
of the slashing, powerful running of the 
bigger Steger. With Steger’s size and 
strength, breaking tackles and running 
over tacklers will be a contrast to the 
“jitterbugging” and explosive bursts of 
Sherman Williams. And with Alexander, 
Williams saw signs of a physical nature 
during spring practice and the A-Day 
game that he feels may vault Curtis into 
a favorable position in the rotation. 


ntering two-a-day fall practices, 
Bice: had a grasp on the top 
spot. As a true freshman, the 
Tuscaloosa native performed well dur- 


ing the 1994 season, playing in every 
game and scoring two touchdowns, his 
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second providing the Tide with a late 
win against Mississippi State in 
Starkville. 

“Dennis inherited the job because of 
his performance during the fall, and he 
was able to hold onto it in the spring 
practices,” Williams said. Riddle rushed 
for 143 yards on 37 carries during the 
04 campaign, and showed why he was 
an all-state selection for Coach Buzz 
Busby and Central High School. “I felt 
like the only way | could come in and 
play as a freshman was to prove some- 
thing every week by practicing hard,” 
Riddle said. Even with a heralded 
scholastic career, however, Coach 
Williams admits he was pleasantly sur- 
prised with Riddle’s ability to step in 
right away. 
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Although Curtis Alexander has not seen much playing time at Alabama, redshirted in 1993 and little-used last season, he began to show in practice in the 
spring that he has what it takes to be a quality halfback. Alexander is also considered the best pass catcher among the running backs. 


“| was surprised that a true freshman 
could play the way he played,” Williams 
said. Stability with Sherman Williams, 
along with injuries to Brian Steger, af- 
forded Riddle the perfect opportunity to 
make his mark. “In the latter part of the 
season we were looking for someone to 
spell Sherman, and with his play Dennis 
was the guy,” Williams said. 

For now Riddle is the starter, but he 
knows the competition won’t allow any 
mistakes. “I see the running back posi- 
tion wide open; the competition is real- 
ly tight,” Riddle said. “I have a lot of 
confidence that | can come in and get 
the job done, but with Brian pushing 
me I can’t have many bad practices.” 
Quickness was an area of improvement 
for a slightly smaller (down from 200 to 
190) Riddle during the summer, along 
with confidence and enhanced concen- 
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tration to catch the football. 

Steger, currently the number two run- 
ning back, is building on a successful 
spring as well and looks to push Dennis 
Riddle relentlessly for the top spot in 
the Tide backfield. Battling through a 
shoulder injury that limited his action 
to 88 plays in seven games in '94, he ac- 
counted for 145 yards rushing on 36 
carries and scored three touchdowns. 
Steger’s health is no longer a concern. 
Reporting to fall practice he said he 
feels 100 percent and is 10 pounds 
lighter, a goal he set for himself over the 
summer. 

In addressing the position’s competi- 
tion, Brian downplays the one-two bat- 
tle between him and Riddle, concerning 
himself only with his daily perfor- 
mance. “I’m not looking at Riddle and 
me in a big competition because it’s not 
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about us trying to get a spot,” Steger 
says. “If he’s doing good in the game, or 
if ’'m doing good, it’s helping the team. 
I'm just taking it one day at a time and 
working hard to improve.” 

At a lighter weight, Steger looks to 
show a variety of running styles in 
1995, incorporating the powerful, slash- 
ing style he displayed in ’93 and ’94 
with an improved ability to make de- 
fenders miss. Quicker feet and im- 
proved overall quickness was another 
individual goal for the summer, one 
which he feels is not completely 
achieved. He insists, however, that no 
one style will dominate. “I want to mix 
my game up so that the defense doesn’t 
always know what is coming at them,” 
he added. 

Besides injury, perhaps Steger’s only 
kink in the armor is a well-documented 
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fumbling problem. Obviously, at any 
time a fumble is undesirable, but both 
Steger and Coach Williams feel the 
problem is under control and certainly 
not anything “to get bent out of shape 
about.” Steger’s hard style of running, 
coupled with what he felt was good 
plays by defensive players, accounted 
for putting the ball on the ground last 
season. 


air nagging injuries with sharing 
Pi«: with other tremendous run- 
ning backs, and you find yourself 
in the shoes of Curtis Alexander. Highly 
praised out of Whitehaven High School 
in Memphis, this SuperPrep All-America 
was considered the seventh best back in 
the country in 1993 as he joined the 
ranks of the Crimson Tide. After a red- 
shirt year in ’93, Curtis played little last 
year, seeing action in three games in 
which he ran for 75 yards and scored 
one touchdown. 
But in spring practice of ’95, Coach 
Williams saw a glimmer of what has 
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been expected from Alexander. Fighting 
through the bumps and bruises, 
Alexander was a more physical and 
hard-nosed runner, something that 
Williams feels can make him a more 
complete back. 

“Curtis showed me some things in 
spring practice and in the A-Day Game 
that maybe it’s time for him to come 
alive,” Williams said. “He's really trying 
to emerge as a player and to make 
things happen, and | hope that’s the 
case with him.” 
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The Winning Connection 


Despite the presence of Sherman 
Williams in last year’s backfield, 
Alexander feels his playing time was a 
bit too limited. But even though things 
weren't going well for Curtis, his out- 
look on this season and his contribu- 
tions are quite positive. “I feel like I can 
be a complete back, and do everything 
that is asked of me,” he said. “Getting 
to play and prove myself every week is 
what | really want to do. And I know 
that I'll have to take my turn. I just 
want everything to work out for the 
good of the team.” 

As a result, running harder, becoming 
more confident in his understanding of 
the offense and hard work in the off- 
season should push Alexander back 
into coaches’ good graces. 

As fall approaches, as many as five 
running backs will compete for spots in 
a one or two-man rotation. Showing 
signs and making pays both in practice 
and out on the field will make the dif- 
ference. Whoever steps up certainly has 
big shoes to fill. 
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The Walk-Ons: 


Critical To Crimson Tide Success 


by Kirk McNair 


Always important, the role 
of non-scholarshipped 
players could increase 


uring preparation for last season's 
Ds Bowl, Ohio State Head 
Football Coach John Cooper noted 
that he had brought every available player 
and had only 88. Alabama, meanwhile, had 
116 players in Orlando. Cooper said that was 
a big advantage for Bama, and noted that, 
“Alabama is obviously doing a better job of 
attracting walk-ons than Ohio State is.” 
It's not by accident that Alabama has a 
large number of non-scholarshipped players 
in its football program. And with NCAA 


sanctions reducing the number of scholar- 
shipped players the Tide will have in future 
seasons, the walk-on program will become 
even more important. 

While Randy Ross is best known as 
Alabama’s recruiting coordinator when the 
Tide goes after the nation’s top prospects 
with offers of scholarships, Ross also has the 
responsibility of attracting quality players to 
pay their own costs to attend The University 
and try out for the football team. Ross is the 
first to admit that many of Alabama's non- 
scholarshipped players recruit themselves. 
“The State of Alabama always has a good 
nucleus of high school football players who 
have grown up dreaming of playing for 
Alabama,” Ross said. “Most of them have an 
opportunity to play at another college, per- 
haps a smaller college or a junior college, on 
scholarship. But they want to play for 
Alabama.” 


Once upon a time, when scholarship lim- 
its were much higher, a walk-on had little 
chance of succeeding at an Alabama. Clem 
Gryska, who is now an administrator with 
the Paul W. Bryant Museum, was the recruit- 
ing coordinator under Bryant when Alabama 
(and other schools) were handing out far 
more scholarships. He remembered Alabama 
“almost making it difficult for a kid to walk 
on. We just had so many players that you 
couldn't devote enough time to them if you 
had 30 or 40 walk-ons.” 

Twenty years ago the non-scholarshipped 
players (other than an occasional kicker or 
wide receiver) who did make it into camp 
were primarily cannon fodder, members of 
the scout team serving as human tackling 
dummies and the like. That's no longer the 
case. “We have non-scholarshipped players 
on the special teams and on our two-deep 
roster on offense and defense, and we have 
scholarshipped players on our scout team,” 
Ross said. “There's no difference in a schol- 
arshipped player and a non-scholarshipped 
player once he’s here. We're looking for men 
to earn a position.” 

The Tide’s non-scholarshipped players 
agree. Tracy High, a junior cornerback from 
Pontotoc, Mississippi, said, “One of the 
things I admire about Coach Stallings is that 
once we're on the field, everyone's the same 
in competing for a starting job.” 

Josh Niblett, who began his career as a 
scholarshipped player at Southern Miss, 
transferred to Alabama without scholarship 
aid. The senior tight end and fullback from 
Demopolis said, “If someone sees us (schol- 
arshipped and non-scholarshipped players) 
together at practice or on campus or any- 
where else, they'd never know that | was the 
walk-on. It's the same except for the (schol- 
arship) money. I’ve been treated just like the 
scholarship players. It may not be that way 
everywhere, but at Alabama everyone is 
treated the same way. 

“I got a National Championship ring just 
like the scholarshipped players, I’ve got my 
memories, and I've made lifetime friends on 
this football team. These are some of the 
best guys anyone could hope to play with. | 
actually feel sorry for guys at other colleges 
who don’t get to play at Alabama.” 


Tracy High (left) and Josh Niblett are Alabama 
players with a distinction. The Crimson Tide 
didn’t recruit them with scholarships. They are 
among a group of Bama players who walked on 
and pay to play for Bama. 
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Niblett noted that he was a quarterback at 
Southern Miss, “And here I've been a strong 
safety, outside linebacker, fullback and tight 
end. It was kind of a joke around the team 
that they expected to see me kicking one 
day. But the coaches were trying to find the 
best spot for me, and it’s helped me. I've got- 
ten to play a good bit and | think I'll play 
more this year.” 


alk-ons figure prominently in 

Alabama’s plans this year. 

Consider a likely depth chart. 
Michael Ray is listed as a co-first team play- 
er at center. Jeremy Pruitt, who transferred 
from a scholarshipped position at Middle 
Tennessee State to walk-on status at 
Alabama, came out of spring drills as the 
number one free safety. High is a back-up 
cornerback, primarily on the left side. The 
kicking game includes both snappers, 
Jackson Cook and Chester Lewis; the top 
two candidates for the punting job, Hayden 
Stockton and Daniel Pope; and the kickoff 
man, William Watts. Additionally, a number 
of members of coverage and return teams 
(including High and Niblett) are non-schol- 
arshipped players. 

Chad Key came to Alabama as a walk-on. 
He earned a scholarship and is now in the 
regular rotation at wide receiver. 

“A big part of our success in attracting 
walk-on players is that Coach Stallings has 
put so many of them on scholarship,” Ross 
said. “In the past five years we've had about 
15 non-scholarshipped players who earned a 
scholarship. That’s probably more than the 
rest of the (Southeastern) Conference 
schools combined.” 

Ross said that word of mouth is a big selling 
point for the Tide. “The players who have 
come here without scholarships tell their 
friends how they’re treated and it gets 
around,” Ross said. “In fact, when we have a 
kid on campus who is thinking about walking 
on, we make it a point to have him talk to a 
player who came here without a scholarship.” 

Something Ross said to Tracy High when 
High was deciding where he would walk on 
made a point with the player. “He told me 
that when he coached in high school he had 
some players who wanted to continue to 
play in college and who had to go as walk- 
ons,” High said. “He said the ones who were 
able to go where they wanted to go were 
much happier than those who went where 
they had to go.” 

Ross said that being a walk-on is not a re- 
flection on a player's ability. “It's not that we 
don’t want them or think that they aren’t 
good enough to play,” he said. “Usually it’s 
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just a matter of numbers, either limits on 
the number we can sign in a year or in the 
overall limit of 85 scholarships or, perhaps, 
in the number of players we have at a cer- 
tain position.” 

Ross said that Alabama doesn't recruit 
walk-on players during the normal recruit- 
ing period between the end of the season 
and February. “We bring in some players 
(for official visits) who we don’t offer schol- 
arships to, and we keep up with them,” Ross 
said. “If they don’t sign with someone, we'll 
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contact them. But usually guys contact us.” 
He said that a high school freshman who is 
interested in walking on at Alabama should 
have his coach and principal write letters on 
his behalf and have game films and a tran- 
script sent to Ross. And how many are likely 
to do that? “Conservatively,” Ross said, 
“about 250 players contact us about walking 
on each year.” 

One disadvantage for every school is the 
NCAA limit on the number of players who 
can be in practice prior to the beginning of 
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classes, That number is 105. Almost without 
exception a school will have all of its scholar- 
shipped players in camp, then make up the 
difference with walk-ons who have been a 
part of the team and/or who could play a criti- 
cal role in preparation (such as a kicker). This 
year Alabama had 13 scholarshipped fresh- 
men and 67 returning scholarshipped players 
in camp. That left room for 25 walk-ons. Only 
one of those 25, freshman defensive lineman 
Shawn Alexander, was a newcomer. Generally 
speaking, a school’s allotment of walk-on 
players prior to the start of classes will come 
from players who were most impressive in the 
previous spring training. 


he NCAA sanctions that will limit 
“Listens to only 12 signees in 

February and only 16 in 1997 are 
likely to have an effect on current walk-on 
players earning scholarships. Although 
Alabama has not received a final ruling, it is 
possible the Tide will be able to replace 
players lost to injury (such as offensive tack- 
le Kareem McNeal this year) by awarding a 
scholarship to a walk-on. It is also possible 
that a walk-on who has been on campus for 
two years may be added to the scholarship 


roll without it counting against the signing 
limits, provided Alabama stays below 81 
total scholarships for the next two years. 

“The walk-on program has always been 
important here,” Ross said, “and now it’s 
going to be more important. When you have 
just 85 on scholarship you have to have a 
significant number of non-scholarshipped 
players. If you don’t have 85 it grows in im- 
portance with every number under 85.” 

Ironically, the chance that scholarships for 
walk-ons may be harder to come by doesn’t 
affect the current non-scholarshipped play- 
ers as much as one of the other sanctions: 
the bow! ban for this season. 

Pruitt, who is the son of Plainview Head 
Coach Dale Pruitt, said, “My dad's a high 
school coach, so you know he doesn’t make 
any big money, but he’s told me not to worry 
about it. But hearing the bowl sanction is 
what struck me. Not having a scholarship is 
not as bad as not being able to go to a bowl 
or win the SEC or the National 
Championship.” 

Niblett said that when he left his scholar- 
ship behind to transfer to Alabama his fa- 
ther, John (who is also a high school coach, 
the head man at Meadowview Christian in 
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Selma), told him, “Nobody's going to feel 
sorry for you, except maybe your mama. Go 
where you'll be happy.” 

“| don’t really understand all of the sanc- 
tions,” Ray said, “but | understand the 
scholarship limits. That hits home in the 
bank account. But I'd rather be going to a 
bowl than getting a scholarship.” 

Ray was a highly-regarded prospect with 
numerous scholarship offers when he came 
out of Boaz High School, However, his heart 
was set on Alabama, where he had twice al- 
tended summer football camps. He was a 
regular at Bama games as a youngster, not 
missing an Alabama-Tennessee or Alabama- 
Auburn game since 1979. “I probably would 
have come to Alabama anyway, but when my 
dad said not to worry about the money, my 
decision was made.” 

High is the exception rather than the rule 
in that he is not from the state of Alabama, 
and thus gets hit with a higher tuition bill. 
Additionally, his brother, Terry, was a schol- 
arshipped running back at Mississippi State. 
In the fourth game of his senior season, 
High, who was a quarterback and running 
back in high school, suffered a knee injury, 
and many of the recruiters stopped calling. 
However, former Tide Assistant Coaches 
Mike Solari and Larry Kirksey stayed in 
touch. Even though there was no scholarship 
money available for High from Bama or other 
SEC schools, he decided not to take the 
small college or junior college offers he had. 

“My family knew it was my dream to play 
in the SEC, and they supported me,” he 
said. “Coach Ross invited me to come over 
and watch a spring training practice. | had 
been to some Alabama games and loved the 
atmosphere. But | also loved the atmosphere 
of Alabama practices and the facilities. And 
of course Alabama has great football tradi- 
tion. My mind was made up.” 

High said that things have gone about as 
he expected them to, “except I didn’t expect 
to win a National Championship my first 
year. It was nice to go to the Sugar Bowl and 
get the ring.” 

High said the scholarship sanctions 
against Alabama may prevent him from get- 
ting one, “but I'll have my degree, my ring, 
and the opportunity to have played for 
Alabama. | have no complaints.” 

Although High doesn’t have a scholarship, 
he may have helped the Crimson Tide use 
one very wisely a couple of years ago. His 
cousin is Deshea Townsend, a Freshman All- 
SEC performer last year and a pre-season 
All-SEC cornerback this year. “Me being 
here may have helped secure his decision,” 
High said. 
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NCAA Update: 


Tide Seeks Justice Through Appeal 


by Kirk McNair 


Tide football could be 
damaged for years if 
some relief isn’t granted 


he two pieces of information most 
| often sought are impossible to provide. 
The first is to make sense of the NCAA 
Infractions Committee's penalties against the 
Alabama football program. That can't be done 
because the penalties don't make sense. The 
second is to speculate on the result of The 
University’s appeal to the NCAA Infractions 
Appeals Committee. Again, it's impossible to 
know what to expect, in part because the 
committee has heard so few appeals (five) 
that its track record (virtually no relief) is sta- 
tistically insignificant. 

A third question which can't be answered 
and which might be relevant is whether 
Alabama went into the appeals process with 
some sort of deal. If so, and remembering 
The University's ill-fated attempt to end the 
investigation through the NCAA's Summary 
Disposition process, it would be wise if the 
watchword at Rose Administration is Caveat 
universitas (Let the university beware). 

I's understandable that all who had fol- 
lowed the developments of the NCAA inves- 
tigation into Alabama's football program were 
stunned at the pronouncement of the 
Infractions Committee. The Infractions 
Committee, made up of individuals who do 
not work for the NCAA, does not investigate; 
that’s the job of the Enforcement Staff, full- 
time NCAA employees. The Enforcement 
Staff, headed by David Berst, the independent 
counsel hired by The University (Bond, 
Schoeneck & King of Overland Park, 
Kansas), and The University all investigated 
and all came to the same conclusion, a con- 
clusion not shared by the Infractions 
Committee. 

So how did the Infractions Committee de- 
termine “a distressing failure of institutional 
control,” as intoned by David Swank, a law 
professor at Oklahoma and chairman of the 
committee? Maybe 1-900-PSYCHIC or per- 
haps a Ouija Board. Somehow the committee 
got into the mind of Dr. Tom Jones, Bama’s 
faculty chairman of athletics and a member of 
the law faculty, and determined he was un- 
ethical. Generations of University-educated 
attorneys and most of the City of Tuscaloosa 
could be deposed as character witnesses to 
refute a charge of Tom Jones being unethical. 

There was no dispute as to two [acts of the 
case. Alabama self-reported Antonio 
Langham having been ineligible for the 1993 
season (in which he played 11 games) by 
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virtue of his having signed a “Letter of 
Understanding” with an agent following 
Alabama's 1992 National Championship sea- 
son. In the course of the on-campus NCAA 
investigation, it was determined that Gene 
Jelks, who played at Alabama from 1985 
through 1989 (the year before Gene Stallings 
became head coach) had received loans in ex- 
cess of their stated 
purpose (insur- 
ance) and that The 
University did not 
have proper docu- 
mentation of the 
loans or of the in- 
surance policies. 


or the two 
agreed-upon 
violations 


and the one viola- 
tion of unethical 
conduct = with 
which, as 
University 
President Dr. 
Roger Sayers said, “I categorically reject...,” 
Alabama's penalties were enormous. Sayers 
termed them “excessive and inappropriate” 
and “punitive.” 

In addition to a number of administrative 
actions (letters of reprimand, mandatory at- 
tendance at NCAA compliance seminars, 
etc.) the Infractions Committee put Alabama 
on three years probation beginning June 3, 
1995; prohibited post-season competition 
(bowl game and the Southeastem Conference 
Championship Game) this year, forfeiture of 
eight victories and one tie in 1993, and a 
massive reduction in scholarships. Although 
there are any number of ways to figure the 
exact loss in the number of scholarships, 
Alabama was allowed to sign only 14 this 
year, would be able to sign only 12 in 
February and only 16 in February, 1997. 

A school is ordinarily able to sign up to 25 
new players per year and haye a total of 85 on 
scholarship, This year and next year the 
Infractions Committee limited Alabama to 
only 81 total scholarships. Two situations can- 
not be factored in trying to determine the 
number Bama will actually have on scholar- 
ship over the next few years, Normal attrition 
(due to academics, quitting and injuries) and 
redshirting can have an effect on the overall 
number. However, no one has been able to 
show that these reductions will not drop Bama 
below the 85 scholarship limit for the rest of 
this century, and it is almost certain Tide teams 
of the next few years will operate with closer 
to 70 scholarshipped players than 85. 

Although it wasn't a part of the penalties, it 
should not be forgotten that Alabama did de- 
clare Langham ineligible for competition for 


Dr, Roger Sayers 


the SEC Championship Game against 
Florida, a game the Tide lost because the 
Gators successfully exploited Langham’s re- 
placement, and the Gator Bowl. 


nounced, “We will appeal.” The NCAA, 

recognizing that the Infractions 

Committee is not infallible, has a procedure 
of appeal to the NCAA Infractions 
Committee, which is made up of different 
people than the Infractions Committee. The 
University has the right to appeal parts of the 
decision, while Dean Jones has the right to 
appeal individually. Both have filed notice of 
appeal. 
On August 17 The University announced 
the terms of its appeal, and it was also re- 
vealed that Jones had resigned his post. Later 
that day at Alabama football practice, Jones 
said, “I don't know if I can help the team, but 
I sure don't want to hurt it.” In truth, the res- 
ignation of Jones is not expected to have any 
effect on Alabama's appeal of its sanctions. 
Dr. Culpepper Clark, executive assistant to 
Sayers and the man who is spear-heading the 
Alabama case, announced that Alabama 
would appeal two of the major penalties im- 
posed by the Infractions Committee, first the 
bowl ban (and with it the Southeastern 
Conference Championship Game), and sec- 
ond, the third year of the probationary penal- 
ty and the loss of nine scholarships in 
February, 1997, That leaves in place the 
Infractions Committee's penalty of the loss of 
scholarships this year, the los of 13 scholar- 
ships for this upcoming February, and the 
forfeiture of eight victories and a tie in 1993. 

The University said the basis of its appeal of 
the penalties is “that they are inappropriate 
and excessive based on the findings and con- 
clusions of the Committee on Infractions and 
based on the evidence and circumstances be- 
fore the Committee on Infractions.” The 
University’s primary concern is with the un- 
expected charge of unethical conduct by 
Jones, a charge The University contends is 
not warranted by the facts and which was not 
charged prior to the Infractions Committee 
finding The University in violation because of 
that charge. 

The school has until mid-September to pro- 
vide the specifics. The Infractions Committee 
also files a report., within 30 days after 
Alabama has filed. Alabama then has 15 days 
for rebuttal and the appeal will be heard at 
some point after that. Clark said The 
University will make every effort to shorten 
the time. The entire process could be com- 
pleted in October or early November. 

Clark, who will serve as interim faculty 
chairman of athletics, said, “Though we have 
heard nothing official, we have received assur- 
ances that the appeal will be done in a timely 
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manner so that we don't face the dilemma of 
having to decide whether to play (in post sea- 
son games) this year and risk post-season 
sanctions for next year.” He said it is custom- 
ary for the Infractions Appeals Committee to 
resolve pressing matters quickly. 

The Infractions Appeals Committee may 
uphold the findings and penalties imposed 
or alter either or both. In any event, that is 
the final process within the NCAA. If the re- 
sult of the appeal is unsatisfactory to The 
University and/or Jones, many believe suffi- 
cient weight of evidence exists for legal ac- 
tion. 

While the forfeiture of games is a punitive 
penalty in that it is absolutely permanent (a 
team can eventually overcome the loss of rev- 
enue or the loss of scholarships, but games 
which were won on the field and then taken 
away after the [act are taken away forever), 
Alabama elected not to appeal that penalty. It 
has been noted that forfeiture will not affect 
team records other than the overall won-loss 
record, so things like the senior class of 1904 
being the winningest four-year class in histo- 
ry or Jay Barker being the winningest quar- 
terback in history are not affected. The pri- 
mary effect is to make Alabama al some point 
this season have to win its 700th game for a 
second time. The forfeitures dropped 
Alabama from 703 all-time victories, third 


highest in NCAA history, to 695 victories, 
tying Texas for third. 


ith the benefit of hindsight, no one 
could say that Alabama 
officials-Alabama Head Coach 


Gene Stallings, Athletics Director Cecil 
Ingram, Compliance Director Gary White 
(since retired) and Jones—did not make 
dreadful mistakes. However, theirs were sins 
of omission, not commission. The University 
probably should have the book thrown at it 
for stupidity, but the penalties for stupidity 
should not be as severe as those for duplicity. 
Why were the penalties so preposterous? 
An interesting theory from a sports reporter 
for a national magazine is that the Infractions 
Committee had found Auburn and Texas 
A&M guilty of major violations, penalized 
them, and yet they both kept winning. 
Therefore, the committee wanted to make sure 
the next school penalized didn’t keep winning. 
There's also the theory of a power struggle 
between the Enforcement Staff and the 
Infractions Committee. The decision by the 
Infractions Committee came down on 
Alabama, but it was also a slap in the face to 
Berst and his staff. 
Berst and Sayers jointly signed a letter to 
Swank urging the Infractions Committee to 
accept the findings of the investigative agen- 
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cies as accurate and apply the recommended 
penalties (one year of probation without 
sanctions and signings this year limited to 
14). The letter said, “...while mistakes were 
made, the evidence does not support a con- 
clusion that the mistakes were willful or in- 
tentional, or that they represent a systemic 
absence of institutional control.” 

In the August 2 news conference announcing 
the findings and penalties of the Infractions 
Committee, the most polite description of 
Swanks regard for the Enforcement Staff would 
be “condescending,” and a fair assessment 
would be that he (and perhaps a majority of the 
Infractions Committee, which reportedly voted 
4-2 on the sanctions) considers the 
Enforcement Staff inept. 

Those listening to Swank’s animated read- 
ing of the charges against Alabama, and par- 
ticularly of those against Jones, wondered if 
perhaps there was a personal antagonism be- 
tween the two law professors. Jones has not 
spoken to the press about specifics since the 
announcement, but did say, “There's nothing 
personal between us. I've known David casu- 
ally for about 12 years.” 

There is also the “Arrogance Theory.” If 
Ingram and Stallings were charged with arro- 
gance, both would have to throw themselves 
on the mercy of the court. But arrogance is 
not an NCAA violation, and, presumably, the 
Infractions Committee did not base its find- 
ings on personality traits. (If it had, Jones 
would have been dismissed from the case 
with apologies from the committee.) 

“They wanted heads” theorists believe 
Alabama could have avoided many of the 
penalties had there been changes, most specif- 
ically a change in athletics director. Maybe so 
and maybe not, but Sayers drew that line in 
the sand early, He was not firing anyone. 
Swank, who did discuss hypothetically that 
Alabama would have been given only a minor 
penalty for Langham had his ineligibility been 
reported promptly, said he wouldn't speculate 
on the hypothetical question as to whether 
The University’s case would have been helped 
by Ingram being fired. 

And at no point did Alabama consider itself 
“above the rules.” Alabama has one of the na- 
tion's most enviable records of NCAA compli- 
ance. This was the NCAAs first investigation 
of the Crimson Tide program. Alabama has 
been among the nation’s most successful 
teams while playing by the rules. And 
Alabama did not dispute its failings when this 
investigation was complete. 

However, who would suggest that the 
Infractions Committee played fair? The most 
serious charge against Alabama, the violation of 
ethical conduct by Jones, was made at the same 
time Alabama was found guilty of the offense 
by the committee. Alabama had no opportunity 
to defend itself against this allegation. 

Now The University goes hat in hand be- 
fore another NCAA committee seeking jus- 
tice. On the surface, Alabama has a very 
strong case. Still, why is it hard to be buoyed 
with confidence? 
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Football Prospects: 


The Recruiting Game Goes On 


by Kirk McNair 


Lower limits means 
being more selective 
in search for prospects 


labama Head Football Coach Gene 
A::ine noted at the first practice 

of the year, a newcomers only 
workout with 14 players on August 8, 
that it was the first time he could remem- 
ber working with a team that didn’t have a 
quarterback. Alabama's limited recruiting 
class did not include a quarterback save 
Steven Stanley, who was ticketed for the 
secondary. 

“I like to recruit the best athletes regard- 
less of position,” Stallings said, “but with 
the limits we're under now we'll have to 
change that a little.” 

Barring some relief on appeal, Alabama 
football recruiters will have to be very se- 
lective in the next couple of years. In 
February the Tide will be allowed to sign 
just 12 new players, and a year later just 
16. 

What will Alabama look for in its 1996 
recruiting class? Almost certainly linemen 
will dominate. Bama is going to need de- 
fensive and offensive linemen. A look 
down the roster road also shows there will 
be a need for help at tight end and 
linebacker. And the Tide will also need to 
sign a quarterback in the next year or 
two. In truth, there’s no position where a 
team can afford to get caught short, so 
Tide coaches will have to examine class- 
based depth charts before making deci- 
sions. 

Fortunately, the NCAA sanctions aren’t 
the type that ordinarily hurt recruiting 
(except that Bama is crushed by the low 
numbers). The players Alabama will be 
recruiting the next two years won't miss a 
bowl game or a television appearance be- 
cause of sanctions, and those are the two 
key items that can wreck a school's re- 
cruiting. 

Indeed, Alabama can go to prospects 
and show them they are among the elite, 
the chosen few good enough to be 
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Crimson Tiders with restricted signing 
limits. And Tide coaches will also be able 
to show these prospects that the lowered 
squad limits offer a better chance for early 
playing time. 


ere are some top players who have 
Hines an interest in Alabama. 

Tide coaches may or may not be 
interested in these, and the Bama re- 
cruiters are almost certain to know of oth- 
ers who have an interest in playing for 
Alabama. However, these are all among 
the top-ranked prospects for the upcom- 
ing recruiting season. 

Linemen—From Alabama, Colin Sears of 
Russellville, Kenny Smith of Stevenson 
North Jackson, Cole Cubellic of 
Homewood, Seneca Knight of Alexander 
City Benjamin Russell, Eric Chappell of 
Montgomery Carver, Ezell Powell of 
Georgiana, Matt Brennan of Mobile UMS- 
Wright, and Kelvis White of Courtland. 
Out-of-state, Alcender Jackson of Moss 
Point, Mississippi; Jamie Carter of 
Philadelphia (Mississippi) Neshoba 
Central; Larry Mathis of Taylorsville, 
Mississippi; Terry Jolley of Fort Valley 
(Georgia) Peach County; Anthony 
Overstreet of Atlanta Douglas; Adam 
Joyner of Milton, Florida; Thaddeus 
Bullard of Live Oak (Florida) Suwannee; 
Leon Hires of Bradenton (Florida) 
Manatee; brothers Josh and Michah Webb 
of Turlock, California; aud Chad Thacker 
of Longmont (Colorado) Centarus. 

Tight ends—From Alabama, Gorman 
Thornton of Montgomery Jeff Davis, Joey 
Duplan of Mobile Murphy, and Jevaris 
Johnson of Anniston. From out-of-state, 
Rufus French of Amory, Mississippi. 

Linebackers-From Alabama, James Pitts 
of Phenix City Central. From out-of-state, 
Darryl Owens of Jackson (Mississippi) 
Provine; Robby Staten of Pearl, 
Mississippi; Jamie Fair of Athens 
(Georgia) Cedar Shoals; and Carleton 
Bexley of Carrollton, Georgia. 

Other athletes under consideration are: 

From Alabama, defensive back Tim 
Bowens of Killen Brooks, quarterback 
Tellie Embry of Sylacauga B.B, Comer, 
wide receiver David Hill of Eufaula, quar- 
terback Brad Knight of Millbrook 


Stanhope Elmore, quarterback 
Tammaurice Martin of Mobile 
Williamson, defensive back Shawn 
McCorkle of Dothan Northview, and 
quarterback Ramon Posey of Birmingham 
Woodlawn. 

From out-of-state, quarterback Darryl 
Carter of Laurel (Mississippi) Northeast 
Jones; wide receiver Jay Johnson of 
Starkville, Mississippi; fullback Reggie 
Morris of Batesville (Mississippi) South 
Panola; defensive back Gerald Griffin of 
Murfreesboro (Tennessee) Riverdale; run- 
ning back Patrick Pass of Tucker, Georgia; 
defensive back Cory Robinson of Tucker, 
Georgia; and defensive back Robert 
Pollard of Orange Park, Florida. 


he NCAA has plans to toughen re- 
strictions on the use of junior col- 
lege transfers to help a college 
football or men’s basketball program. The 
NCAA Council has proposed legislation 
whereby junior college graduates who 
were academically ineligible for Division I 
play out of high school will have to sit out 
a year after transferring to college. The 
Council also voted to sponsor legislation 
to prohibit the use of correspondence 
courses to meet the transfer requirements 
for two-year students. 

The legislation will be yoted on by the 
nearly 300 Division I schools at the 
NCAA meeting in January. 

A news release issued by the Council 
said: 

“The mandatory redshirt year legislation 
comes primarily in response to lower 
graduation rates among transfers in those 
sports (football and men’s basketball). 
The year in residence would ensure that 
the student-athlete could adjust to the 
academic demands of the four-year col- 
lege before adding the pressure of compet- 
ing in a high-profile sport.” 

Alabama is thought to be inyolved with 
several junior college football prospects 
for the upcoming signing period, includ- 
ing Mississippians: 

Defensive tackle Grady Jackson and de- 
fensive end Michael Myers of Hinds and 
defensive lineman Cletidus Hunt, wide re- 
ceiver Terrence Samuels and running back 
John Avery, all of Northwest. 
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Women’s Soccer Outlook: 


Expectations Rise in Year Iwo 


by Donna Fromme 


After a surprisingly good 
first season, soccer faces 
increased competition 


eing an immediate hit has its down- 
B« At least, that’s what Alabama 
Soccer Coach Don Staley believes. 

Staley defied all odds a year ago when he 
took an infant women's soccer program and 
led it to anything but expected first-year 
program results. Alabama opened with a 
seven-game winning streak and by season's 
end was in the thick of the battle for the 
Southeastern Conference title. The final 
tally was a record of 13 wins, five losses and 
one tie (the tie coming against Auburn in a 
match that took place in a downpour). 

With each win Staley’s team was showing 
the college soccer world that Alabama was 
no fluke, Staley was voted Southeastern 
Conference Coach of the Year and two of his 
players, goalie Amy Pseja and striker Taylor 
Eubank, were selected to the All-SEC team. 

A typical first-year program this was not. 

Now Staley knows that expectations will 
be higher. The season opens September 2 in 
Dallas against SMU. 

“Last year there was just so much excite- 
ment around the program,” Staley said. “I 
didn’t have time to be nervous. We were a 
first-year team. The expectations were low. 
Fortunately, we proved them wrong. But 
there may also be a downside to that suc- 
cess. Because we got off the blocks as quick- 
ly as we did last year, starting off with the 7- 
0 record, the expectations of this team are so 
much higher. 

“When I came here, | had a three to five 
year plan for this program. Last year we 
maybe got ahead of ourselves. This year we 
are playing a really difficult schedule. | 
made it that way on purpose. | think it’s im- 
portant to the long term success of this pro- 
gram to give our girls the opportunity to 
play, game in and out, against the best teams 
in the country. I want to give them a consis- 
tent diet of top 20 teams. That's what's going 
to pay off in the long run,” Among that 
schedule is the Tide's October 29 date-Duke 
University. Alabama plays 1992's national 
runner-up in Durham at high noon. 

As his strategy might indicate, Staley is an 
overachiever. The naysayers might have be- 
lieved Alabama would struggle. But all along 
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Staley, who collected his 200th career coach- 
ing win last October, was determined to do 
exactly what he did in 1994: make an imme- 
diate impact. 

“Honestly, this coach goes into every sin- 
gle game he plays expecting to win,” said 
Staley. “If you don’t, you're in the wrong 
profession. Last season everything happened 
so fast. I'd be lying 
if 1 didn’t say I 
looked at the 
schedule before 
thal season started 
and thought we'd 
have a lot less 
wins than we did, 
But when we took 
off those first 
games of the sea- 
son, | looked at 
my assistant 
coaches and said 
that we had a good 
chance of being a good team. We could tell 
early on that this wasn’t an average first-year 
team.” 


uch in the picture changes this sea- 
M: as Alabama begins year two. 

The most noticeable change will 
perhaps take place within the SEC. Last sea- 
son Alabama (2-1-1) finished second of five 
teams, falling short of long-established 
Vanderbilt's perfect 4-0 league regular sea- 
son record. But Gender Equity works its way 
into the 1995 season. The league will double 
in size in the number of schools who have 
added soccer teams this year. Alabama, 
Vanderbilt, Auburn, Arkansas and Kentucky 
will be joined this season by teams from 
Florida, Georgia, LSU, Ole Miss, Mississippi 
State and South Carolina. In 1996, 
Tennessee will join the fray. 

“Things will be very different this year. 
The SEC is going to have six new Alabama 
types, teams which are going to want to 
jump in and succeed right away. Everyone in 
this league is committed to its program. No 
one on the schedule is a ‘gimmie.’ No doubt, 
hard work paid off for us last season, but we 
were also lucky in some games, That's the 
nature of sports. | wouldn't mind having 
some of that luck this year,” 

Staley expects Vanderbilt to continue its 
dominance, but he believes soccer in the 
SEC will quickly go the way of every other 
league sport. It's just a matter of time before 
these teams are all national powers. 

“Vandy is the team to beat, but even first- 


Don Staley 


year teams like Florida and LSU did a great 
job recruiting,” Staley said. “Top to bottom 
this year, it's a very balanced league. Vandy 
made SEC history last year when it went to 
nationals for the first time. Perhaps this year 
we'll get two teams in the tournament. This 
is going to be a conference to be respected in 
women’s soccer. | think there are some ex- 
tremely talented coaches in this league and 
the sky's the limit for us.” 

Alabama's coach has spent the past year re- 
loading, a process that was worlds easier 
than it was in late December of 1993 when 
Tide Athletics Director Cecil “Hootie” 
Ingram called and offered him the chance to 
start Alabama soccer. 

“We got out and hit the ground running,” 
said Staley who brought his Radford assis- 
tant, Karen McGrath, someone he describes 
as a shrewd talent evaluator, with him to 
Alabama. “By that time, most of the biggest 
recruits have already committed. Then we 
only had one big first class recruiting tour- 
nament to pick a team. This year my assis- 
tants and I have had a chance to get out and 
recruit the top players in the country. In 
order for us to compete at big-time national 
level, we have to get these top caliber play- 
ers. But the greatest thing I've noticed this 
year is that we're making it into the living 
rooms of these top recruits, and, even 
though we are a new program, these recruits 
are listing Alabama as one of their top 10 
choices-this is for a player who is recruited 
by as many as 200 schools. We're in the 
hunt. And with each year’s success, that’s 
only going to get better.” 

As Staley prepares for his September 2 sea- 
son opener, it will perhaps be that trip that 
will allow him his first real breather. After 
spending his second summer without taking 
a vacation, he'll have the ten-hour bus drive 
to Dallas to perhaps pause and smile at how 
far he has come so quickly at Alabama. 

“] really haven't had time to sit down and 
savor it,” he says. “I'm looking forward to 
the next year, to this upcoming season. We 
were gratelul for the honors we received last 
season. If everything falls into place for 
Taylor and Amy again this year, we could 
see similar honors for them this upcoming 
season. Both kids were honored to have 
been selected last year, but I know they 
would have traded those honors for an SEC 
Championship. I know I would have traded 
my ‘Coach of the Year’ award for an SEC 
title. I think it’s going to be another interest- 
ing year. | can’t wait to see how it all turns 
oul.” 
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Crimson Tide Fall Schedules 


Women’s Soccer 


Opponent Time 
@ Southern Methodist 2 p.m. 
Washington @ Dallas 2 p.m. 
Georgia 4+ p.m. 
@ Texas ASM 5:30 p.m. 
@ Texas 2 p.m. 
@ Mississippi State 4 p.m. 
@ Ole Miss 2 p.m. 
@ North Carolina-Charlote 6 p.m. 
Southeast Louisiana 4 p.m. 
Arkansas-Little Rock 12 noon 
@ Aubum 4 p.m. 
Ole Miss 4 p.m. 
Arkansas 12 noon 
LSU 1 p.m. 
@ South Alabama 7 p.m. 
@ Central Florida 3 p.m. 
@ Florida 2 p.m. 
@ Georgia Southern 2 p.m. 


@ North Carolina-Greensboro 6 p.m. 
@ Duke 12 noon 
SEC Tournament @ Auburn TBA 


all times central 


Men’s & Women’s 
Cross Country 


Date 
Sept. 8 
Sept. 15 
Sept. 30 
Oct. 6 
Oct. 14 
Oct. 28 
Nov. 11 
Nov. 20 


SPORTSWEAR FOR THE 
SERIOUS BAMA FAN! 


Event 

Tulane Invitational @ New Orleans 
Crimson Classic @ Tuscaloosa 

Auburn Invitational @ Auburn 

Nowe Dame Invitational @ South Bend 
Pre-National Invitational @ Ames, lowa 
SEC Championships @ Orlando 
NCAA District @ Greenville, S.C. 
NCAA Championships @ Ames, lowa 


From: 


Super Sports ine. 


Call: 
1-800-464-1098 


b) 

Women’s Volleybal 
Date Opponent Time 
Crimson Tide Classic @ Foster Auditorium 
Sept.1 St. Louis l p.m. 
Sept.1 Miami of Ohio 7 p.m. 
Sept.2 Austin Peay 1 p.m. 
Sept.2 Stephen FE Austin 7 p.m. 
Sept.5 Georgia State 2 p.m. 
Big Orange Bash @ Clemson, S.C. 

Sept.8 Eastern Kentucky 5 p.m. 
Sept.9  Texas-Arlington 12 noon 
Sept.9 Clemson 6 p.m. 
Sept.12 Troy State 3 p.m. 
Sept.12 Alabama State 7 p.m. 
Tulane Invitational @ New Orleans 
Sept.15 Middle Tennessee TBA 
Sept.15 Tulane 7:30 p.m. 
Sept. 16 Nicholls State lla.m. 
Sept.16 Central Florida 4 p.m. 
Sept.22 @ Arkansas 7 p.m. 
Sept.24 @LSU 2 p.m. 
Sept.27 South Alabama 7 p.m. 
Sept.29 Tennessee 7 p.m. 
Oct. 1 Kentucky 2 p.m. 
Oct. 3 Southern Miss 7 p.m. 
Oct.6  @Georgia 7:30 p.m, 
Oct.13 Florida 7 p.m. 
QOct.15 South Carolina 2 p.m. 
Oct.18 Samford 7 p.m. 
Oct.20 Ole Miss 7 p.m. 
Oct.22 Mississippi State 2 p.m. 
Oct.27 LSU 7 p.m. 
Oct.29 Arkansas 2 p.m. 
Nov.1 @Aubum 7 p.m. 
Nov.5 Auburn 2 p.m. 
Nov.10 @ Mississippi State 7 p.m. 
Nov.12 @Ole Miss 2 p.m. 


Noy. 17-19 SEC Tournament @ Baton Rouge TBA 


all times central 


For a complete listing of our unique 


Souvenir collection for the serious 
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Alabama fan! 


VISA-DISCOVER-MASTER CARD 


Let Us Ship It For You! 


Women’s Tennis 


Date Event 
Sept. 22-24 Roberta Alison Fall Classic 
Lady Seminole @ Tallahassee, Fla. 


@ Clearwater (Fla.) Collegiate 
All-American @ Los Angeles 

@ San Destin (Fla.) Invitational 
SEC Fall Tournament @ TBA 
ITA Regional @ Athens, Ga. 


Oct. 20-22 
Oct. 26-29 
Nov. 3-6 


Men’s Tennis 


Date Event 

Sept. 25- National Clay Courts @ Jackson, Miss. 
Oct. 1 
Oct. 6-8 
Oct. 13-15 
Oct. 16-22 
Oct. 26-29 
Nov. 2-5 


USL Invitational @ Lafayette, La. 
Crimson Tide Classic 
All-American @ Austin, Texas 

FSU Fall Classic @ Tallahassee, Fla. 
Region Ill Indoors @ Nashville 


Women’s Golf 


Date Event 
Sept. 22-24 Auburn Lady Tiger @ Auburn 


Sept, 29- Lady Tar Heel @ Chapel Hill, N.C. 
Oct. 1 
Oct. 20-22 Lady Paladin @ Greenville, S.C. 
Nov. 3-5 Cudone Invitational @ Myrtle Beach 
) 
Men’s Golf 
Date Event 
Oct. 1-2 Tournament Of Champions 
@ Knoxville 
Oct, 16-17 Red River Classic @ Dallas 


Oct. 22-24 Jerry Pate Invitational 

@ Shoal Creek, Birmingham 
Louisiana Intercollegiate 

@ Baton Rouge 


Oct. 30-31 


Sports, Pro-Air Il Helmet as worn by the Players, “Alabama 


Football Is Life" T-shirt by Big Ball Sports. Bama Mascot Cap, 


Alabama Laserstitch Cap (as worn on the sidelines), Bama 


Franchise Cap, Alabama Thrill Cap, all by Sports Specialties/Nike. 
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BAMA SCORECARD 


Top Choice 

A scouting combine has rated the top 50 
senior prospects for the 1996 National 
Football League draft and only one Alabama 
player made the list. And it’s not one that 
might have been expected. Defensive tackle 
Shannon Brown and placekicker Michael 
Proctor have been Bama’s most-noted play- 
ers in this pre-season, followed by the likes 
of split end Curtis Brown, defensive tackle 
Matt Parker, flanker Toderick Malone and 
middle linebacker John Walters. 

However, the combine said one of the top 
50 NFL prospects in the nation is Bama de- 
fensive end Kendrick Burton, a 6-5, 288- 
pounder. Although Burton is one of several 
bracketed on the first unit at defensive end, 
he has started only two Tide games. 


Butkus Choices 

Two Alabama football players, strongside 
linebacker Ralph Staten and weakside 
linebacker Dwayne Rudd, have been named 
to the Butkus Award Watch List. The 
Downtown Athletic Club of Orlando, 
Florida, selects the top linebacker in the na- 
tion each year for presentation of the Butkus 
Award. The Watch List includes the top 62 
linebackers in the nation. 

That list will be trimmed to semifinalists 
on October 19 and three finalists will be 
named November 16. The winner will be 
announced Saturday, December 9. 


Stamp Of Approval 

The one-man campaign of Alabama fan 
Bob Cloud, with an assist from the 1994 
Congressional election, has paid off with the 
announcement that in 1997 the Postal 
Service will issue a commemorative stamp 
honoring former Alabama Head Football 
Coach Paul Bryant. 

Cloud gathered thousands of names on 
petitions in support of the stamp. When the 
Republicans took control of the Senate fol- 
lowing the '04 elections, Alabama Senator 
Richard Shelby switched from the 
Democratic Party to the Republican Party 
and was made chairman of the Senate 
Subcommittee on Appropriations, which 
oversees the Postal Service. While 
Postmaster General Marvin Runyon said 
Shelby’s position had no effect on the selec- 
tion of Bryant to be honored (Runyon did 
joke that it didn’t hurt that Bryant was a for- 
mer coach at Runyon's alma mater, Texas 
A&M), Shelby didn’t say that. 

Other members of the Alabama congres- 
sional delegation, including Democratic 
Senator Howell Heflin, also pushed for the 
stamp, which will be part of a four-stamp 
collection of great American sports coaches, 
the other three to be named later. 

The final determination for the Bryant stamp 
design will be made by the Postal Service. 


Basketball Signee? 
Has Alabama men’ basketball signed an- 
other player? Coach Mario Cumberlander at 
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Russell County High School in Seale said 
that Bama inked his star guard from 1904- 
95, but there has been no official announce- 
ment from The University. 

Cumberlander said that Alabama signed 
Cleotis Brown, a 6-3 guard who averaged 26 
points, seven rebounds and five assists in lead- 
ing Russell County to a 17-10 record in 5A 
play. Brown was a two-year starter who played 
both point and wing guard spots and whom 
Cumberlander thinks projects as a wing play- 
er. Brown hit 42 per cent of his three-point 
shots and 81 per cent of his free throws. 

It was announced earlier that Alabama had 
signed guards Brian Williams of 
Montgomery Jeff Davis and Anton Reese of 
Lithonia, Georgia, and inside players 
Thalamus McGhee of Trinity Valley 
Community College in Texas and M.C. 
Mazique of New York. 


Basketball Prospects 

Summertime is basketball camp time, and 
all of the nation’s major prospects are in vari- 
ous camps around the nation being watched 
by college coaches and recruiting analysts. 

Van Coleman is one of the best of the re- 
cruiting analysts. In his Future Stars publica- 
tion he lists a handful of these top prospects 
who say that Alabama is among the schools 
in which they are interested. Upcoming se- 
nior high school basketball players listing 
Alabama include: 

Brian Adams, 6-6, small forward, Piney 
Woods, Mississippi; Sanjay Adell, 6-6, small 
forward, Milwaukee, Wisconsin, Messmer; 
Desmond Baxter, 6-2, point guard, Port St. 
Joe, Florida; Anthony Dent, 6-9, power for- 
ward, Edison, Georgia, Calhoun County; 
Lester Earl, 6-9, power forward, Baton 
Rouge, Louisiana, Glen Oaks; Eugene 
Edgerson, 6-7, power forward, New Orleans, 
Louisiana, St. Augustine; Roderick Murray, 
6-7, power forward, Montgomery Jeff Davis; 
Julius Robinson, 6-2, point guard, Selma; 
and Jermaine Walker, 6-8, power forward, 
Pompono Beach, Florida, Ely. 


Basketball Schedule 

The 1995-96 Alabama men's basketball 
schedule features 10 teams who participated in 
post-season tournaments, seven in the NCAA 
Tournament and three in the NIT. Four of 
those NCAA participants are conference oppo- 
nents (Arkansas, Kentucky, Mississippi State 
and Florida) and two of the three 1995 NIT 
participants are also from the SEC (Auburn 
and Georgia) and Bama also meets Southern 
Miss. Alabama's other opponents who made it 
to the 1995 NCAA Tournament are Syracuse, 
Tulane and St. Peter's, which the Tide will play 
in the first round of the Cessna Classic in 
Wichita, Kansas. 

Included in the 26-game schedule are nine 
televised games, including CBS match-ups 
against Mississippi State and Syracuse. 
Games against Arkansas and Kentucky will 
be on ESPN, while the other televised games 
will be regional broadcasts. 


The schedule also has the usual Alabama 
diet of name lightweights in Winthrop, 
North Texas, Tennessee Tech, Mercer and 
Florida A&M. 

Bama will have home exhibition games 
November 8 and November 17 before open- 
ing play against Winthrop in Coleman 
Coliseum November 25. 


Women's Coaches 

Alabama Head Women's Basketball Coach 
Rick Moody had barely filled one position at 
Alabama when another opening occurred. 

Moody selected former Alabama men's 
team walk-on Jeff Lovell as his restricted 
earnings assistant coach, but now must find 
a replacement for his top assistant. In a sur- 
prising move, Sherri Smelser resigned her 
position in mid-August. She had been a 
member of the Bama staff for 13 years. 

Smelser joined the staff as a graduate assis- 
tant in 1982 under former Coach Ken 
Weeks, stayed on when Weeks was replaced 
by Lois Myers in 1985, and has been with 
Moody since 1990. She and Moody were as- 
sistants together at Alabama from 1982 
through 1984, 

“There's no question that Sherri has been a 
steadying force for this program for many 
years,” Moody said. “She has been one of the 
key components in the success of the pro- 
gtam and has always represented The 
University with class and integrity. Not only 
has she been an outstanding coach, but Sherri 
has also been a very dear friend. We wish her 
success in her future endeavors. She'll always 
be a part of the Alabama [amily.” 

Lovell, who transferred to Alabama from 
Wallace State Community College and 
played for the Tide in 1992 and 1993 (win- 
ning the team’s Hustle Award both years), 
spent last year as a graduate assistant at 
West Alabama. He was a dean's list student 
at The University, where he earned his de- 
gree in sports fitness management. He will 
be involved in coaching, recruiting, scouting 
and academics. 


Big Loss 

All-SEC center Yolanda Watkins suffered a 
torn anterior cruciate ligament in her right 
knee in a summer pick-up basketball game 
and is expected to miss the 1995-96 season 
for Coach Rick Moody’s Crimson Tide. She 
injured the knee July 12, but delayed 
surgery until August 14 after completing a 
summer school class. 

The upcoming senior (who has not been 
redshirted) averaged 16 points and 9.2 re- 
bounds for Alabama last year. The former 
“National High School Player of the Year” 
was one of only two starters returning to this 
years team. Sophomore point guard Brittney 
Ezell is now the only returning starter. 


Another Loss 

The recruiting news for Moody Is also 
bad. One of the Tide's top signees, LaDonna 
Woodson of Shelbyville, Tennessee, has 
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elected not to attend Alabama this year. 
Reports from Tennessee are that she will at- 
tend a junior college in her hometown. 


Winning Coach 

Rick Moody had his first experience as a 
head coach in the United States Olympic 
Festival in Denver this summer and Bama’s 
head women's basketball coach led his East 
team to the gold medal. 


Good Summer 

Former Alabama swimming All-America Jon 
Olsen, who now swims for former Bama 
Coach Jonty Skinner as a member of the 
United States Resident National Team, has had 
a productive summer. Olsen won the 50 and 
100 freestyle events at the United States 
National Championships. As a member of the 
U.S. National Team in the Pan-Pacific 
Championships held in Adanta he was a mem- 
ber of the 400-meter freestyle relay team that 
set a world record and won a gold medal and 
he won the silver medal in the 100 freestyle. 


World Gamer 

Alabama Head Volleyball Coach Dorothy 
Franco-Reed won't have her all-star middle 
blocker, Nina Foster, when the Tide opens 
the season hosting the Crimson Tide Classic 
September 1. That’s because Foster, last 
year’s SEC Freshman of the Year and All- 
SEC, was selected to the 12-player USA 
team for the 1995 World University Games. 
The sophomore was the youngest player (by 
two years) selected to the squad, which is 
playing in Fukuoka, Japan, through 
September 2. Foster is the first Alabama vol- 
leyball player to be chosen for a national 
team, She is expected to return in time for 
Bama’s first road match, the Big Orange Bash 
at Clemson beginning September 8. 


Fall Baseball 

Alabama Head Baseball Coach Jim Wells 
will put his team on the field for fall prac- 
tice-the closest thing college ball has to pro- 
fessional baseball's spring training—Septem- 
ber 25. Practices, which are open, will con- 
clude either Sunday, October 22, or Sunday, 
October 29 (depending on weather). There 
will be intrasquad games each Friday, 
Saturday and Sunday. Friday scrimmages 
begin about 3 p.m., Saturday games will 
work around Bama [football kickoff times 
and Sunday games will begin at 1:30 p.m. 


Tennis Assistant 

Alabama Head Tennis Coach Joey Rivé 
didn't have to look far to find an assistant 
for this year. Chuck Coleman, an All- 
America from Notre Dame, is in his third 
year of law school at Alabama. Coleman, a 
Lake Wylie, South Carolina, native who 
prepped at The Baylor School in 
Chattanooga, was an All-America in doubles 
in 1991 and 1992 and an All-America in sin- 
gles his senior year in 1993. 


Candidates For Fame 

One of the greatest football players in 
Alabama history is finally being considered 
for inclusion into the Alabama Sports Hall of 
Fame. Eddie Salem, the only Alabama player 
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to earn All-America recognition under 
Coach Red Drew, was an all-star halfback in 
the Notre Dame box formation for the Tide 
from 1947 through 1950. As a sophomore 
he starred in the renewal of the Alabama- 
Auburn game as he completed eight of 10 
passes in Bama’s 55-0 win. 

He's one of eight with Crimson Tide ties 
among this year’s nominees. Salem, Johnny 
Wozniak, captain of the 1947 Bama football 
team and an All-America guard, and Hal 
Self, who was the quarterback (or blocking 
back in the Notre Dame box) for the 1941- 
42 and 1944-45 Tide football teams and the 
Jacobs Award winner as the SEC's best 
blocker in 1945, are nominated in the Old 
Timers category, which is for those whose 
careers ended 40 or more years back or who 
are 70 years old. Two of the 11 nominees 
will be inducted, 

In category 1, which is former football, bas- 
ketball and baseball players, the Tide has four 
nominees, basketball stars Leon Douglas and 
T. R. Dunn and football greats Scott Hunter 
and Butch Wilson. Douglas was the most 
valuable player in the SEC and an All- 
America in 1975-76. Dunn was an All- 
America in 1977 and went on to a sterling 
NBA career with the Denver Nuggets. Hunter, 
who quarterbacked Bama from 1968-70, set 
most of the Alabama passing records that 
were broken last year by Jay Barker, and still 
holds a few Tide marks. Wilson was a start- 
ing halfback for the Tide 1960-62 and won 
the Jacobs Award. Two of the 16 nominated 
in this category will be elected. 

Group 2, which has 14 nominees with two 
to be elected, is for athletes in all other 
sports and for sports administrators and 
media. Among the nominees is Alabama 
Associate Athletics Director Don Gambril, 
who is nominated for his extraordinary suc- 
cess as a swim coach for the Crimson Tide 
and for the United States Olympics Team. 


All-American Awards 

I's no surprise when Paul Bryant receives 
an award, even though it has been over a 
decade since his retirement and death. The 
All-American Football Foundation, which is 
headquartered in Jackson, Mississippi, had 
its annual Banquet of Champions in Biloxi 
in August and Bryant received the founda- 
tion's Frank Leahy Coach of the Year Award. 

The foundation also presents awards in nu- 
merous other categories related to athletics. 
Among those receiving awards as Assistant 
Football Coaches who made a difference are 
former Tide aides Ken Donahue and Paul Davis. 

Charley Thornton was honored as one of 
the nation’s all-time top sports information 
directors. Additionally, Alabama graduate 
and retired Birmingham Post-Herald sports 
editor Bill Lumpkin was honored in the field 
of sports media. 


Amateur Qualifiers 

Two Alabama golfers qualified for the 
United States Amateur, played the last week 
of August at Newport (Rhode Island) 
Country Club. Upcoming senior Mayson 
Petty of Tuscaloosa and recently-graduated 
Greg Letson of Florence were to play in the 
tournament. 


Alabama has produced 16 players for the 
Amateur, including ‘74 champion Jerry Pate. 


Early Fame 
National Golfer has regional publications. 
The August/September issue of the Georgia 
regional edition has an article on LPGA star 
Caroline Peek of Rome. The article notes: 
“Peek's legacy in the Rome area first went 
public when she was a Little League baseball 
player, the only girl on an all-boys league. At 
the plate she faced pitcher Brian Burgdorf, 
later a Cedartown quarterback who is now 
the number one signal-caller at The 
University of Alabama. 
“The baby girl of the Peek family hit a home run. 
* ‘It wasn’t that big a deal,’ she grinned.” 


Shallow 

USA Today is considered by many to be to 
real newspapers about what “Hard Copy” is 
to “The CBS Evening News.” A columnist 
for USA Today commenting on the NCAA 
sanctions against Alabama reached into his 
imagination. Tom Weir wrote that when [or- 
mer Tide Head Coach Paul Bryant took over 
at Alabama in 1958 he said, “Our game plan 
is, first year, a .500 season. Second year, a 
conference championship. Third year, unde- 
feated. Fourth year, a national champi- 
onship. And by the fifth year, we'll be on 
probation, of course,” 

Unfortunately, when a lie is printed it 
tends to become the truth. The fictitious 
statement was also picked up by a commen- 
tator for ESPN, the sports cable television 
network, and probably by other columnists 
around the country. 


Still Number One 

A poll by the Mobile Register and the 
University of South Alabama claims that 
Alabama football fans in the state are dimin- 
ishing, while supporters of Auburn 
University are on the rise, but Bama is still 
the clear number one choice in the state, 

According to the poll, which was conducted 
by a survey of 400 of the state's 4 million resi- 
dents and which purports to have a margin of 
error of 5 per cent, the per cent of Alabamians 
calling the Crimson Tide their favorite team 
fell from 59 per cent in 1994 to 49 per cent 
this year. Those favoring Auburn rose from 24 
per cent to 30 per cent in the same span. (In 
raw numbers the poll showed 196 of the 400 
favored Bama, 120 favored Auburn and 84 
had no choice or another choice). 


Pre-Game 

One thing that won't change about this 
football season is the National Alumni 
Association's pre-game plans. The associa- 
tion has pre-game events on the Quad before 
all home games and special events before all 
road games. There will also be a pep rally in 
Five Points South in Birmingham Friday 
night before the Tennessee game. 

The first event of the year is a tailgate 
party starting at 4:30 p.m. Saturday, 
September 2, in the parking lot of the 
Holiday Inn-Vanderbilt near the stadium. 

For complete information contact the 
National Alumni Association in Tuscaloosa, 
(205) 348-5963. 
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Mark M‘Bride Unlimited 


“Lifted Up In Due Time” 
By James Webster 
$50” Print 
$150” Framed 
Signed & Numbered 


Add $6” shipping & handling to all print orders 
and $15” to all framed orders. 
Alabama residents add 8% sales tax 


“Roll Model” 
By David Otts 
$125 Print 
$250” Framed 
Signed & Numbered 
Signed by Jay Barker 


and $15” to all framed orders. 
Alabama residents add 8% sales tax 


"Lifted Up In Due Time" quantity $ 
1 "Roll Model" quantity $ 
1 Subtotal $ 
Sales Tax 
l Mark McBride Unlimited Shipping & Handling —— 
° s Total Due 
j Art & Publishing Please find enclosed my O cueck © rat ORDER 
| 116 Lee Street, NE. Please charge ordertomy MC O VISA OC DISC 
] Decatur, Al 35602 Account No.: Exp Date ___ 
| 205-350-5666 oo 
| Ship To Name: 
Street: 
] City State.__-__ Zip, 
l Home Phone __-_—Ss« Work Phone 


Add $6 shipping & handling to all print orders 
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A passion for 
orinting. Your way. 


EBSCO Media exists totally to serve 
our customers. In a high speed world of 
automation, electronics, and deadlines, 
we remain a company obsessed with old 
fashioned service. Your budget, your 
deadline, your quality standards, your 
satisfaction, are our obsessions. We use 
the tools and techniques of the modern 
world to accomplish these things, never 
losing sight of our primary goal, pleasing 
you. 

Achieving that goal takes two 
important ingredients: it takes an 
incredibly well designed printing plant 
and it takes an incredibly well designed 
attitude on behalf of our employees. We 
have meticulously created and designed 
one of the most streamlined, productive 
printing plants in the nation, with plenty 
of room, plenty of light, and every 
timesaving system available. 

EBSCO personnel, from sales 
consultants to shipping clerks, participate 
in company profits. Our hands-on 
management policies, team-like 
approach, and employee incentives keep 
our people motivated to work for you. 
But underneath all that, they’re just 
special. They won't rush you off the 
phone or shuttle you to someone else. 
You'll find they not only know the 
business technically, they care. 


Zi 


= Wf EBSCO MEDIA 
801 Fifth Avenue South 
Birmingham, Alabama 35233 
(205) 323-1508 


devon of 
EBSCO 
Indusirves, 
Inc. 


Order Collegiate Publication 
Subscriptions for Friends or Relatives! 


You enjoy following your favorite college program no matter where you live and now you can provide the same 
enjoyment for a friend or relative. From football to basketball to baseball, each of these magazines provides the 
coverage you've come to know and trust. Collegiate publications make a great gift and last the whole year. 


CALL NOW 1-800-276-8401 


Lines open 24 hours a day 


[4] ALABAMA - ‘Bama, Inside the Crimson Tide 
Roll Tide! 10 magazines, 14 newsletters, $35 (AL res. add $2 tax) 


LOUISVILLE - The Scorecard 
Complete coverage of the Cardinals. 36 issues, $25 


ARIZONA - Cat Tracks MARYLAND - Terrapin Times 

The latest on Wildcat athletics, 33 issues, $49 The inside scoop on Maryland athletics. 12 issues, $39.95 
AUBURN - Inside the Auburn Tigers MIAMI - Cane Sport 

Go Tigers! 10 magazines, 11 newsletters, $30 (AL res. add $1.80 tax) The only source for Hurricane news. 21 issues, $32 
BOSTON COLLEGE - Eagle Action MICHIGAN - The Wolverine 


The news magazine covering BC sports. 9 issues, $29.95 The total Wolverine sports coverage publication. 25 issues, $39.95 
BRIGHAM YOUNG - Cougar Sports Magazine MICHIGAN STATE - The Spartan 
Complete Cougar sports coverage. 10 issues, $29.95 A must for all Spartan fans. 18 issues, $32.95 


[6] CINCINNATI - Bearcat Sports Digest MISSISSIPPI - The Ole Miss Spirit 
Unbeatable Bearcat sports information. 20 issues, $32.95 The Ole Miss sports authority. 32 issues, $40 
COLORADO - The Buffalo Sports News MISSISSIPPI STATE - Dawgs Bite 
The ultimate source for Buffalo fans. 20 issues, $35.95 Official Mississippi State sports journal. 38 issues, $30 
CONNECTICUT - Husky Blue & White NORTH CAROLINA - Carolina Blue 
A must for all Husky sports enthusiasts, 14 issues, $32.50 Tar Heel sports coverage at its finest. 40 issues, $39.95 
[9] DUKE - Blue Devil Weekly NORTH CAROLINA STATE - The Wolfpacker 


The inside source for all Duke sports. 25 issues, $31.95 Keep an eye on the Wolfpack all year long. 20 issues, $27.95 


10] EAST CAROLINA - Pirate’s Chest NOTRE DAME - Blue & Gold Illustrated 
Coverage of all East Carolina sports. 20 issues, $25 No. 1 source on the Fighting Irish, 20 issues, $37.95 
FLORIDA - Gator Bait OHIO STATE - Buckeye Sports Bulletin 
Detailed Gator news. 32 issues, 2 previews, $47 (FL res. add $2.82 tax) Buckeye sports coverage doesn't get any better. 30 issues, $45 
FLORIDA STATE - Osceola PENN STATE - Blue White Illustrated 
Complete Seminole coverage. 34 issues, $48 (FL res. add $3.36 tax) The news source for Nittany Lion fans, 29 issues, $42 
GEORGIA - The Georgia Bulldog Magazine PURDUE - Gold & Black Illustrated 
The official magazine of UGA athletics. 30 issues, $30 Boilermaker coverage at its best. 26 issues, $35.95 
GEORGIA TECH - The Sting SOUTH CAROLINA - Spurs & Feathers 
In-depth look at Yellow Jacket athletics. 13 issues, $21.95 Complete coverage of Gamecock athletics. 38 issues, $32 
ILLINOIS - Fighting Illini SYRACUSE - The Big Orange 
Official magazine of University of Illinois athletics, 18 issues, $32.95 The only source for Orangemen fans. 28 issues, $40 
INDIANA - Inside Indiana TENNESSEE - Rocky Top Views 
Keep up with all the Hoosier happenings. 26 issues, $36.95 Independent magazine covering the Volunteers. 33 issues, $39.95 
IOWA STATE - Cyclone Illustrated VIRGINIA TECH - The Hokie Huddler 
Spotlighting the lowa State athletic program. 29 issues, $38.95 The official magazine of Virginia Tech sports. 33 issues, $34.95 
KANSAS - Jayhawk Insider WAKE FOREST - Gold Rush 
The ultimate source on Jayhawk sports. 24 issues, $37 Get the latest on Demon Deacon sports. 16 issues, $24.95 
KENTUCKY - Cats’ Pause WASHINGTON - Sports Washington 
The authority on Wildcat athletics. 35 issues, $43.50 In-depth Husky sports eee 17 issues $34.95 
20| LOUISIANA STATE - Tiger Rag WEST VIRGINIA - Blue & Gold News 
LSU coverage from bayou country. 34 issues, 2 previews, $48 Excellent coverage of Mountaineer athletics. 32 issues, $32.95 
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